
Officer’s Recommendations: 
1. To note sustainable partnership options with third party organisations to

address isolation and loneliness are ongoing.
2. To note a community bus trip to a soft play centre in Cirencester for a

parent/carer and their child/children will take place on 21st September 2022.
3. To note the cost of the event will be £215.00 to be met from 4629/402

(Community Choices with £12,000 available).
4. To note the event is targeted at those individuals who are not able to access

these venues alone thus helping to reduce isolation within the community,

Background 
The Community Choices initiative for 2022 showed that reducing isolation and 
loneliness to be of utmost importance to our residents. To achieve this, opportunities and 
activities need to be created to reduce isolation within the community. 

At the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Event there was an opportunity to ask residents what 
projects they would like to see the Council working on to address the issue of 
isolation/loneliness in line with the aim of Community Choices. A breakdown of the voting 
will be reporting at the next committee meeting. However, we can report that a proportion of 
the voters want us to deliver an activity which will focus on parent/carer & toddler events and 
baby groups.  After two years of isolation due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, many parents with 
young children feel isolated and lonely and have lost the confidence to go to these places 
and this is a commonly missed demographic. 

The Community Development Team is working on sustainable partnership options with third 
party organisations, but nothing has come to fruition yet to share with the Committee. 

Event Details: 21st September 2022  
A morning at Rugrats and Half-pints in Cirencester to enable parents and their children 
(ages 1-3 years) to attend, who may not have the means or opportunity to access the soft 
play facility normally. Food and refreshments will also be provided at the venue. 

The group will leave from the offices at 10.15am. The Co Ordinator will give a safety briefing 
and run through the risk assessment where she will drive everyone to the venue, using the 
Council’s community bus. The soft play session runs from 11.15am for two hours. When the 
session finishes all young people will receive a lunch and refreshments. Leaving the venue 
around 12.15pm to return to Haydon Wick Parish Council Offices. 

Chief Officer & RFO: Georgina Morgan Denn BA (Hons) FSLCC | Chairman: Councillor Vinay Manro 

Meeting Community Development Committee 
Date   5th July 2022 
Report Title Isolation/Loneliness Within the Community (2022 Community 

Choices) 
Agenda Reference 10 
Author  Kate New Youth and Community Co Ordinator 



 

Considerations 
• As parents are to attend with their child/children, only one member of staff is needed 

on the trip, which will be the Youth and Community Co Ordinator as she will drive the 
community minibus.  

• The places will be open to children aged 1-3 years, this means if there are siblings 
within this age range too, one parent will be able to bring a maximum of 2 children. 

• The minibus can take up to a maximum of 14 passengers, excluding the driver. 
• The law states that car seats for children in this age range are not a necessity on a 

community bus, however, we will encourage car seats are used for safety reasons. 
• The event is in term time when older siblings may be at school. 

 
Advertising 
The Co Ordinator will advertise this event as soon as possible, using posters displayed on 
social media, in local shops, outside venues within the parish that host baby groups and on 
parish notice boards.  
 
Upon advertising this event, we will ask people to confirm their attendance by Wednesday 
24th August, to confirm numbers with the venue. This will also give enough time to receive 
any dietary requirements and get parents/carers to choose their child’s lunch box provided 
by the venue. 
 
This event will only be offered to residents of Haydon Wick Parish. 
 
Event Budget 
Item Cost 
Child Ticket Age 1-3 years (£6.75) £40.50 
Adult Ticket (£2.00) £14.00 
Refreshments for parent/carer- drink and cake (£6.00) £36.00 
Refreshments for child- snack box (£5.25) £31.50 
Mileage for the minibus (£0.95 per mile) 11 miles each way £20.90 
Staff time including on costs £47.24 
Contingency funds £24.86 
Total £215.00 
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