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Georgina Morgan-Denn

Subject: Agenda 14 - Potential Community Governance Review (CGR) 

From: Georgina Morgan-Denn <clerk@haydonwick.gov.uk> 
Sent: 02 July 2021 09:10 
To: Full Council - Councillors <fullcouncil-councillors@haydonwick.gov.uk> 
Cc: Laura Cutter <deputyclerk@haydonwick.gov.uk>; Johanna Edwards <events@haydonwick.gov.uk>; David Hunt 
<POSTManager@haydonwick.gov.uk> 
Subject: Prior warning of a potential a Community Governance Review (CGR) & your RSVP to a physical Full Council 
meeting in July  
  
Dear Members 
  
Please be advised that at a recent SBC Clerks/Chairs meeting all parishes have been invited to 
consult their Members on whether they would like to consider a Community Governance Review 
(CGR). We have until the end of July 2021 to inform the Chief Executive.  This will be an item at 
our next Full Council meeting on Tuesday 27th July 2021.  
  
In view of this being a significant item for discussion, and there being Play Area Refurbishment 
Tender recommendations from the Parks and Open Spaces Committee, it will be necessary to 
hold a formal in person meeting of Full Council. We’ll need to make the necessary arrangements 
for this and find a suitable venue depending on the number of councillors attending, so please can 
you let me know by Tuesday 6th July if you can attend. 
  
Background on Community Governance Reviews 
Our principal authority (SBC) last undertook a CGR in 2016 – to read more about this and our 
Council’s submission visit: 
https://ww5.swindon.gov.uk/moderngov/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=284&MId=7446&Ver=4 .  If you 
search the document for Haydon Wick you can see what we submitted at the time and what was 
the outcome.   Once a review is formally triggered it will take 12 months to complete and includes 
various stages of public consultation. A review can be requested, amongst other reasons, by 
parish councils asking for their electoral arrangements to be reviewed, including the number of 
parish councillors and their parish warding arrangement. In 2016 it also allowed for the creation of 
new parishes. 
  
Under section 93 of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007: 
  
“(4) The principal council (SBC) must have regards to the need to secure that community 
governance within the area under review –  

(a)  reflects the identities and interests of the community in that area, and 

(b)  is effective and convenient.” 

and the statutory guidance gives further assistance with regard to factors for consideration such 
as community cohesion together with size, population and boundaries of a local community or 
parish. 
  
Members are invited to give some thought to the potential for a review of our area and to bring any 
ideas to the meeting on the 27th.  
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There is no specified submission at this stage. Ideally we would submit a map and a short but 
detailed statement of the change the Council would want. This is to enable SBC to be confident, 
that, if it does include an area to review, there is some substance behind the proposal. 
  
What if we don’t want change but our residents to? 
At the recent Clerks/Chairs meeting, amongst the most vocal new parishes that started in 2017, it 
was their personal view (yet to be confirmed at their respective FCs) that no such review was 
required at this time, however it was acknowledged that their residents may petition to trigger a 
review.  Additional information was provided to clerks which we should bear in mind.   
  
Community Governance Review Triggered by petition. 

(1)  ‘The petition must set out at least one recommendation that the petitioners want the review 
to consider making.’  (paragraph 40). 

(2)  The following minimum number of signatures, based on the most recently published 
electoral register, are required: 

a. ‘for an area with less than 500 local electors, the petition must be signed by at least 
50% of them  

b. for an area with between 500 and 2,500 local electors, the petition must be signed 
by at least 250 of them  

c. for an area with more than 2,500 local electors, the petition must be signed by at 
least 10% of them’ (paragraph 41).  

  
The information is taken from a joint publication by the then Department for Communities & Local 
Government and the Local Government Boundary Commission for England 2010, Guidance on 
community governance reviews. It forms the guidance issued by the Secretary of State and the 
Local Government Boundary Commission for England under section 100 of the Local Government 
and Public Involvement and Health Act 2007. 
  
Best wishes 
  


