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Dear Parish and Town Chairs and Clerks  
 
The Corporate Governance Review Working Group met on 2 November 2021 to discuss parishes’ submissions on the 
subject of whether the Council should conduct a new Community Governance review in 2022.  
 
As you will be aware from the Chief Executive, the Working Group have agreed not to proceed with a Community 
Governance review at this time but will keep it under review in the coming years.  
 
While we appreciate this will be positive news to some parishes but not to others, it does allow us some certainty to 
begin discussing parish deeds which I know are a bone of contention for some. In order to progress with this work it 
would be helpful to understand from your parish: 
 

1. Whether you intend to break your deed when the break clause date arrives  
2. Whether you do not want to break the deed but do wish to discuss changing certain elements of your deed 

with the borough (please provide as much detail as possible if this is the case) 
3. Whether you are content with your deed and do not wish to change it.  

 
If your parish wants to change and improve its deed in the interests of both the parish and the Council to make this 
as easy as possible we need as much information as to changes you would like to see. We will then invite you to a 
meeting to discuss your submission and ensure that the right people from the borough are able to be present so 
that we can move these discussions along as quickly as possible.  
 
I hope this sounds like a reasonable approach. If you could return your submission to smowbray@swindon.gov.uk by 
Monday 13 December, we can begin individual parish meetings from early in the new year of 2022.  
 
Many thanks 
 
Cllr Vinay Manro and Sam Mowbray  
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