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Categories: CHAIR/VICE CHAIR

Dear Members, 
  
At the Swindon Area Committee meeting on Thursday 17th June 2021, the Committee unanimously agreed 
to change the name of the Committee to the Swindon Local Councils Forum, to better reflect the 
purpose of the forum which is a place to share best practice, experience and be united in an approach to 
the Borough on any matters arising.  The forum will still be a subsidiary of the Wiltshire Association of Local 
Councils, but any new correspondence will come via the heading of Swindon Local Councils Forum. A 
press release detailing the change of name, a rebrand and the launch of a Facebook page to use as a 
central hub for residents where local councils can share its ideas, announcements and events was also 
discussed. 
  
The Forum also agreed that it is now in a position to circulate the first redraft of the revised Borough, Parish 
& Town Charter (2015), now to be known as the Swindon Local Councils Protocol (2021).  This will 
govern relationships between Borough and Local Councils, so will need to go through consultation by both 
parties.  Members are asked to take this document to the next Full Council meeting of their individual 
councils to review and suggest any amendments.   We ask that views are given on the first page which 
forms the Protocol itself, and, separately, amendments offered to the appendices which are still very much 
work in progress.  The Forum agreed, for instance, that some kind of arena for the resolution of disputes 
was needed.   
  
The consultation period will run for 6 weeks, to the date of 6th August 2021.  The draft document is also 
being circulated for consultation to Officers at Swindon Borough Council, and it is hoped that a final version 
will be reviewed at the next Forum meeting on 16th September 2021. 
  
Please find attached: 

 A copy of the current Charter (minus the planning appendix as this document is being revised 
separately) 

 The first draft revision – the Protocol 
 The report that was circulated to support this item on the Forum agenda last week.  

  
Kind regards, 
 
 
Laura Cutter 
Secretary, Swindon Local Councils Forum 
 


