
 

Swindon Area Committee report  

Meeting 17/6/2021 Agenda Items 6 and 7 

At the last meeting, a subgroup (Richard Hailstone, Ian Jankinson, Colin McEwen and Sylvia 
Brown) was tasked with making reviewing the current Parish Charter with a view to raising 
its profile in both Local Councils and the Borough.  

Item 6: Change of Name of Swindon Area Committee 

The working group consider that the current terminology used for this group fails to explain 
its purpose.  They are proposing a change to Swindon Local Councils Forum.  This does 
not change its relationship to the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils – it remains a 
subcommittee of that body. 

Item 7: Revisions to the Charter 

The group believe the current charter was developed in an era when there was a very 
different relationship between Borough and Local Councils.  The increase in the role of local 
councils in recent years, together with universal parishing in the Borough requires a different 
approach.  The Charter should focus on the requirement for mutual cooperation and joint 
working between Local Councils and the Borough to deliver the best possible services to 
both individual communities and the Borough as a whole.    

Knowledge about the Parish Charter, and the accompanying Planning Protocol, is currently 
minimal amongst officers and staff in both Borough and Local Councils.    The Charter is 
fairly long and detailed and written to reflect a very different relationship than that required 
for good partnership working in modern times.  A revision should acknowledge the reduction 
in scale and remit of the Borough Council, and the increased responsibilities and services 
taken on by local councils as council tax- raising bodies.  It should also acknowledge that it 
may not be appropriate for local councils to always assume that the Borough Council should 
take action on a local issue – it will depend on respective responsibilities.  

One of the aspects that arose frequently in discussions was the variation amongst local 
councils in their size, capacity and services, so that it is not be possible to create a definitive 
set of requirements to meet all circumstances.  The proposal instead is to go for a greatly 
simplified document that sets the high level objective of cooperation and partnership working 
for mutual benefit.  There are certain key factors identified that underpin the success of such 
a relationship, but it would be up to an individual local council to determine how that relates 
to their role in their communities, and work with Borough Officers and Councillors to achieve 
that.  Borough Officers and Councillors would also need to cooperate appropriately with 
different local councils. 

This is a joint Local Council/Borough Charter, or Protocol as we consider it should be 
named, so appropriate ‘buy-in’ from the Borough is a crucial factor in its successful revision.  
The working group had discussions about the draft with the two leads on Borough/Parish 
relationships (Cllr Robert Jandy and Sam Mowbray).  Their view is reflected in the following 
response from Sam: 



 

We are in agreement that the Parish Charter/ Protocol needs reviewing to reflect the 
deepening relationship with parish councils and are committed to working with the Swindon 
Area Committee and constituent parish councils, borough councillors and borough council 
officers to refresh the Charter so that it works for all parties.  We look forward to hearing the 
feedback from the Swindon Area Committee’s meeting on 17 June and working in 
partnership in the summer to agree a final version of the Charter, recognising that we’ll have 
different approval routes for ratification of the document.  

The next stage is to obtain Local Council support for the revision.  The draft protocol was 
circulated to members by Laura in advance of this meeting, but, for convenience, it is 
appended to this report. 

 At this stage, the main issue is whether the single front page Protocol can be supported by 
Swindon Area Committee at the 17th June meeting.  Note that the Appendices are still in 
draft form, but help explain relevant areas covered by the proposed protocol. 

If that support is gained, then we would move to the following stages: 

• circulating the revisions for discussion by individual Local Councils at their formal 
meetings,  

• Informing the Borough senior staff/Councillors that the concept of the revised charter 
also needs to be promoted within Borough circles. 

 

Sylvia Brown, Vice Chair, South Marston Parish Council 

on behalf of the SAC Parish Charter subgroup 
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