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Memory Café Co Ordinator’s Recommendations 
1. To consider the provision of the community bus, to be used by residents outside 

of the parish for the foreseeable future, to bring neighbouring residents to the 
Memory Café. 

2. To continue with up to 25 users (including carers) in line with the Covid 19 
guidance /risk assessment.  

3. To agree for advertising on the community bus (by poster/leaflets and vehicle 
sticker) to the value of £60.00 to be coded to 4412/402.  
 

Background/ Project Update 
The Council has held eight (8) Memory Cafés since it started in October 2021. The 
events started with a couple of residents from the parish and some residents from 
Rose Cottage care home. The events are now growing by roughly two (2) new 
residents at every café. There is 17 booked in for next week’s café, this is still within 
the Council’s guidelines of maximum 25 users.  
 
Provision of the Community Bus outside of the Parish 
Two (2) couples live outside of the parish of the area, only two are interested in using 
the community bus. The two ladies have been coming since the café started, as there 
was nothing around the area they live (Stratton) and are paying around £20.00 per 
visit to attend by taxi, totaling £40.00 for the month.  The two ladies receive a low 
income. Also the ongoing pandemic is making travelling on public transport difficult. It 
has been noticed since they have attended that there has been change in their 
confidence and are more engaged.  
  
The cost of running the community bus within a 5-mile radius of Haydon Wick Parish 
Council Offices is £2.80 return, the time taken for the journey would be 12 minutes.  
The two ladies are happy to pay for this service. The Council has secured a regular 
volunteer community bus driver, exclusively for the Memory Café, who is happy to 
facilitate a longer trip.  
 
Would the Committee consider extending the use of the Community Bus for the 
foreseeable future to residents outside of the parish? 
 
Advertising the café on the Community Bus 
The Memory Café Co Ordinator would like to increase the advertisement of the 
Memory Café further by purchasing a magnetic sign (similar to the branded signs 
currently on the fleet of vehicles) advertising the community bus service and a poster 
inside of the community bus advertising the Memory Café sessions. 
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Working Towards 

• Valentines is to speak openly about love stories. How couples met, the secret 
to a happy marriage and other little personal memories that our residents are 
happy and willing to share. Shirley Ludford is coming in to record these stories 
for the radio with consent. 

• Shirley Ludford has kindly offered to do some training with recording and 
producing podcasts to promote our services, and uploading them to the website 
monthly  

• Alzheimer’s UK are coming in to do an interactive chat with our service users 
and their care givers. As well as this, Swindon Carers are coming in to chat and 
offer advice and share knowledge of support services that are available. 

• ‘Singing for the brain’ sessions, we are hoping to hold a couple of these and 
see how well they are received. These sessions are brilliant for memory, 
interaction and a general feeling of wellbeing. 

• A large scale, environmental project which will be running with/alongside our 
youth team. The team has been allocated a ‘Youth and Community’ allotment 
plot at Ventnor Close. This will bring many opportunities to our service users 
from having our own space for planting /growing, a sensory impact (especially 
in the warmer weather), interaction, working with nature and making friends. 
Time will also be used during the fortnightly memory cafés to do mini 
environmental projects such as recycled bird feeders, hanging baskets, 
growing from seeds etc., and getting a guest speaker from a local garden centre 
to work alongside us and share ideas and advice. 

 
The Memory Café Co Ordinator is excited to announce that the Council now has a 
fully registered hypoallergenic therapy dog, named Dilys, whom should be attending 
one of our Memory Cafés in the next few weeks. It has been proven that there are 
great benefits to therapy dogs being used around people living with dementia as they 
relax, relieve stress, and reduce agitation. 
 


	Memory Café Co Ordinator’s Recommendations

