Haydon Wick Parish Council

Annual Report
2021/22

Chairman’s Welcome

Cllr Vinay Manro
Chairman of the Council
vinaymanro@haydonwick.gov.uk

I am pleased to be writing this report as Chairman. After a difficult two
years, it is nice to be able to talk about everything that we as a Parish
Council has achieved over the last year, and more importantly what
we have delivered for our residents. I will also take the opportunity to
talk about our budget and precept, and look forward and talk about
plans for 2022/2023.
Before I go any further I want to state that Haydon Wick Council
condemns the unprovoked Russian invasion of Ukraine and stands in
solidarity with the people of Ukraine and their families and friends,
including those local to Swindon.

I also want to mention Covid and no doubt my colleagues may mention it within their reports. The
pandemic has had a big impact across the world, but I particularly want to highlight what I have seen
here in Haydon Wick and perhaps not in the manner you would expect.
We have all seen people get ill, suffer and even sadly die from this deadly virus throughout the
pandemic. It is not something we should forget, but I am not going to dwell on it as it is something we
have all talked about many times. What I do want to focus our minds on are all the positive things that I
have seen come out of the pandemic. The appreciation we all gained of our surroundings and finally,
thinking of others, having more patience and being kind and supportive.
Haydon Wick Parish is currently the third largest parish in Swindon, based on the number of residents
and we are glad that we are able to deliver many services at best value. Out of the 20 parishes across
Swindon we are mid table in terms of annual precept cost. We are driven to bring our residents a high
level of service at a fair cost. As Councillors we are also residents, so we have the same interest in
wanting the best for Haydon Wick.
Across this year, my first as Chairman of the Council, I have been meeting more and more residents,
groups and partner organisations. The common thread is that most do not realise how much the Parish
Council delivers on behalf of its residents. This is noted and we are actively looking at ways to continue
enhancing how we communicate with you.
As a Council we are currently working on our future strategy for the next five years, which will help give
us a focused plan. We have actively consulted with residents and asked you to complete a survey at the
beginning of the year. We are asking you what you would like to see delivered and we are listening.
We have spent a lot of time reshaping our service delivery based on your feedback. Over the last two
years we have put more resources into maintaining the open spaces, as you have told us you are using
them more, and we have continued to work on our youth services programme, and providing services to
some of our most vulnerable in our community.
Before we go into more detail on everything this Council is delivering and future plans, I want to express
my heartfelt thanks to all of our Councillors, Staff and Volunteers who continue to help make Haydon
Wick Parish Council what it is today and help drive us into the future for our residents.

Community Development Committee Report
The Community Development Committee was
set up in 2021 to develop communications
between the residents and the Council, and to
provide services to improve the lives of everyone
within the Parish. The Committee is responsible
for:
•

Community Choices (a participatory,
budgetary project)

•

Provision of activities and events for all
sectors of the community

•

Co-ordination of volunteers

•

Seeking grants and external funding for
community projects

•

Recognising and rewarding exceptional
service of members of the public

•

The Haydon Wick ‘Living’ parish magazine
and social media

•

Cllr Ellen Baker Lee
Vice Chairman of the Council
ellenbakerlee@haydonwick.gov.uk

Fabulous Fundraiser: Phil Jefferies

Distribution of up to £9,000 of Community
Grants

This has been a challenging year but, we have
achieved a great deal. Our thanks to all of the
Officers, Councillors, Volunteers, and Partners
involved for their hard work and dedication. Our
focus on communication and engagement will
continue.
Many of the projects provided by the Council
would not be possible without the help of our
volunteers. They help with litter picks, the
Memory Café, drive our bus, and they are very
much appreciated. We thank them regularly,
hold a special tea party each year and have our
own civic award scheme ’Haydon Wick Heroes’.
Our Council Officers work very hard to keep the
volunteers informed and involved.

Young Achiever: Ade Cartman

Volunteer of the Year: Phil Eagle

Community Choices
In 2021 the Council awarded £12,000.00 to provide a service chosen by the residents. A list of
choices were published, and the residents voted to spend the money on youth provision. This
resulted in our working BEST – Be a Better You. We have provided several sessions of boxing,
mixed martial arts and other physical activities. This relationship has worked well and the feedback
from the participants and their guardians has been very positive. We hope to
continue with this service in the coming year.

Memory Café
The Memory Café was a new venture for the Council
in 2021. We have managed to secure grants to buy a
Mobii Interactive Table and the café takes place every
second and fourth Wednesday of the month. The
whole team worked hard to make this a success and
the recruitment of a Co-Ordinator meant that we had
the expertise to move forward quickly and efficiently,
despite a couple of setbacks as a result of the
pandemic. We now have a team of dedicated
volunteers. Donations from Morrisons of cakes and
snacks were gratefully received. The uptake from
residents has been very good and the feedback,
excellent. Carers have informed us that they find the
Café a welcome break. We look to continue the Café
and will be working hard to secure further funding.

Christmas Parcels
The Council has provided this
service of many years and gives
parcels for those residents who are
over 75 and live alone. Under the
expert guidance of Councillor
McDermott, a team of Officers,
Councillors, Volunteers and Donors
put in a huge effort to ensure that
over 150 parcels were delivered to
all the residents that had requested
them. The feedback was very
favourable and we received several
letters of thanks. We hope to offer
this service for many years to
come.

Activities for Young People

Throughout the year, the Council has offered a range
of craft activities and competitions during school
holidays. These included making Christmas cards and
gifts for other occasions such as Mothering Sunday
and Easter. The Christmas card competition is a good
way of engaging with schools and the winning design
is delivered with the Christmas parcels.
With the help of Graffiti artist Colin Astin we have
offered graffiti workshops, and our youth workers
have been out meeting the young people in our
community and arranging away day activities.
Our youth projects have been received favourably by
the young people and their guardians.

Community Grants
The Parish Council has a Community Grants budget which is used to help support local charities
and voluntary groups each year with funding to enable them to carry out projects and
activities for the benefit of local residents. We issue grants three times a year and in
2021/22 we have proudly awarded money to the following groups: BEST (Be A Better
You), Wiltshire Police North Neighbourhood Policing Team, Friends of TWIGS and
Wiltshire Search & Rescue.

Twigs Community and The Olive Tree – The grant given this year
has been used as per the application of art materials for therapy/
confidence builder/increase of garden awareness. There are eight
sessions arranged for the year. The paper materials have made the
most difference to participants.
Awarded: £320.00 http://www.twigscommunitygardens.org.uk/

Search & Rescue – The grant has enabled a member of the rescue
team to attend a specialist Water Search Course. Water rescue is
very specialist as it is dangerous for both victim and rescuer. This
means it will make such a difference and will save lives.
Awarded: £834.00

http://www.wilsar.org.uk/

BEST – Be a Better You – Following the success of last year’s
events and with this year’s funding, we have increased the number
of young people who enjoy physical events and activities such as
football.
Awarded: £2450.00

www.facebook.com/bestswindon/

Wiltshire Police North Neighbourhood Policing Team – the
The Policing Team has benefitted from two new electric bikes.
These allow Officers to cover more areas of the Parish with
access to harder-to-reach locations such as play parks, whilst
being kind to the environment.
Awarded: £4150.00 www.wiltshire.police.uk

Community Minibus

The community minibus
service is going from
strength to strength.
There is a fantastic
team of volunteers drivers who go above and beyond to
keep the service running regularly and smoothly.
The Council receives positive feedback from its users who
have thoroughly enjoyed the day trips to garden centres
and weekly shopping trips. The service makes them feel
less isolated and lonely.
The Council’s Youth Coordinator has also run a couple of
youth activity trips, both of which were well attended and
successful.
The Council is continually advertising for more volunteer
drivers to ensure we can offer this service to the residents
of our Parish.

Parks & Open Spaces Committee Report
I would like to begin by
thanking
the
staff
for
maintaining a high level of
ground’s maintenance during
the past year despite the
problems due to the Covid
pandemic.
The new refurbished skate
park which was completed in
2020 has continued to be a
popular facility and had its
official opening in the
Summer. This was a great
success thanks to the staff
who ensured the event ran
smoothly.
We have received many
positive comments regarding
the improved appearance of
the Parish following the
introduction
of
a
mini
sweeper so the Council has
included the hire of the
machine in next year’s
budget. During the Summer
it will be used to tidy up after
the mowing.
I am pleased to report that
the refurbished, Inclusive
Luna Close playground was
officially opened in early
December when Benjamin,
from Benjamin Smiles a local
charity who worked closely
with us on the design of the
playground, joined us to cut
the tape and enjoyed riding

on the new roundabout. A
group of children from
Oakhurst
Community
Primary
School
also
attended the event and were
able to try out the new
equipment, including the
accessible slide that they
had jointly funded with the
Parish Council
Gaynor Close playground is
also finished and officially reopened in the Spring when
the weather is warmer.
We have made provision in
the budget to trial two
electric vehicles which will
replace the existing diesel
tipper trucks as part of our
programme
of
decarbonisation.
Electric
vehicles are ideal for tasks
such as the bin emptying
rounds where there are a lot
of start, stop journeys. They
should prove to be more
efficient and economic to
run. We are also hoping to
have a demonstration of an
electric mower but at present
it
is
in
a
container
somewhere in the States
waiting for shipment.
The Committee is pressing
ahead with the provision of a
Grounds
Maintenance

Facility for the Parks and
Open Spaces team at the
Goodearl allotment site. We
are anticipating that planning
permission will be granted
just after Easter and we
hope that the Facility will be
completed by the end of the
year. Construction work will
inevitably
mean
some
disruption to users of the site
but every effort will be made
to keep them to a minimum.
Most recently we completed
planting 1,070 trees at
Tadpole field which will form
part of the Great Western
Community
Forest
and
Queen’s Green Canopy.
I hope you have enjoyed the
Spring bulbs which were
planted
over
several
weekends
in
various
locations throughout the
parish. Thank you to the
Volunteers,
Staff
and
Councillors
who
helped
make these projects a
success.

Cllr Richard
Hailstone
Chair of Parks &
Open Spaces
Committee
richardhailstone@haydonwick.gov.uk

Parks & Open Spaces Projects

Planning & Highways Committee Report
For the past two years Covid has affected many aspects of your lives.
The lockdowns and the appeals to stay at home have prompted residents
to look at their properties, resulting in many putting in planning
applications to enhance their properties, improving or creating additional
family living space.
Reviewing these applications formed the bulk of the Committee’s work,
on top of which the Committee reviewed and commented on several
Swindon Borough Council public consultations.

Cllr Sarah McDermott
Chair of Planning & Highways
Committee

These consultations covered a range of subjects, the Local Transport
Plan, Local Cycling & Walking Infrastructure Plan, On Street Electric
Vehicle Charging Points and most importantly the review of the Local
Plan.

sarahmcdermott@haydonwick.gov.uk

The Local Plan is a document produced by Swindon Borough Council. The Local Plan 2026 is the main
planning policy document, it sets out how much housing, employment, and retail development the Borough
needs to provide by 2026 and where these sites should be located. The Local Plan also describes the
infrastructure needed to enable this development to take place.
Our response to the Local Plan was to highlight the need to protect the green space to the Northeast of
Moulden Hill, which forms part of the area known locally as Pry Farm. We requested that the area that
extends North from Mouldon Hill to the Swindon & Cricklade Station at Blunsdon, bounded to the East by
Oakhurst and the East by the Wiltshire & Swindon border, should be designated as “Landscape & Green
Infrastructure – Strategic Green Corridor”.
By extending the Green Corridor out towards Purton; a natural pathway for animals would be created,
ensuring they are not locked in by housing or commercial developments, limiting their natural behaviour.
Though not part of the consultation we suggested that it would be beneficial if all the area known as Pry
Farm which straddles the Wiltshire & Swindon border should be designated “Landscape & Green
Infrastructure – Strategic Green Corridor”, protecting the area from housing and commercial development.
We commented on a development (Wiltshire Council 20/10523/OUT) which will impact the lives of those
living in North Swindon. The proposed development is approximately 80 houses with entry and egress from
the site being on to the Purton Road near to Mustang Way. We felt that this development would put added
strain on the local infrastructure, roads, schools & shops etc. these views were shared by other
respondents e.g., Shaw Residents’ Association, Purton Parish Council, Central Swindon North Parish
Council, Whitworth Road Residents Association, & West Swindon Parish Council.
The planning application was originally turned down by Wiltshire Council in April 2021, but the developer
decided to appeal, we are currently awaiting the outcome of the Planning Inspector review held at the
beginning of February 2022, we will let the residents know as soon as we know.

Finance & Policy Committee Report

Cllr Linda Rhys-Jones
Chair of Finance & Policy Committee
lindarhysjones@haydonwick.gov.uk

We continued to feel the
impact of Covid in the last
year and at the start of the
year we were still meeting
remotely and only returned
to face to face Committee
meetings in August when it
was safe and mandated to
do so.

This
Committee
also
continued to perform its
normal
functions
of
reviewing
and
revising
policies and procedures and
developing new ones
as
needed. These can be
found on the Council’s
website.

Revenues were reduced
during the part of the year
when the restrictions were in
place as we were unable to
hire out the room facility.
We
have
made
some
changes to the office facility
so that the team is housed
upstairs allowing for two
meeting rooms downstairs
which gives more flexibility
to Council staff and allows
for two hiring facilities .

As ever we continue to look
for ways to ensure that
Parish residents get value
for money by reviewing
investments
and
reserves. During the budget
and precept process for the
next three years, we were
incredibly careful to balance
the financial uncertainty that
many of our residents face
with what we have been
asked to deliver. More

spending plans can be
found on our website
and in the Spring
edition of the Haydon Wick
‘Living’ magazine.
As a
Council we are proud to have
managed to expand our
service provision with more
community
development
programmes, enhanced our
open spaces, and play park
maintenance programme and
yet managed to keep the
precept increase for 2022/23
to a minimum at £4.37 per
year for a band d household.
In real terms for 22/23 the
precept at £98.88 per year is
the equivalent of £8.24 per
month – less than a pack of 16
toilet rolls or £1.90 per week –
less than a frozen pizza.

We are hoping that 2022/23
will prove less eventful on the
worldwide stage and we are
able to successfully deliver our
planned projects and continue
to provide a quality service to
the whole community.

Precept 2021/22

Parish Council Organisational Chart

Georgina Morgan-Denn
Chief Officer/Clerk to Council & RFO
Laura Cutter
Deputy Clerk & Services Manager

Parks & Open Spaces
Dave Hunt
Head of Parks & Open Spaces
Andy Nickols
Deputy Parks & Open Spaces
Manager
Dave New & Mark Weaving
Technical Officers
Garth Large & Martin Smith
Grass Cutting Operatives
Hakan Armagan & Kevin
Coleman
Parks & Open Spaces Operatives
Sally Edgar, Robert Moffat &
Des Byrne
Tidy Up Operatives

Democratic Services &
Governance
Jodie Smart
Finance Officer & Deputy
RFO
Jill Sharp
Senior Administrator
Darriel New
Administrator
Lisa Weaving
Cleaner/Caretaker

Community Development
Caroline Hunt
Community Development
Officer
Kate New
Youth & Community
Co-Ordinator
Joanne Newman
Memory Café Co-Ordinator

Your Elected 2019-2023 Councillors

Cllr Vinay Manro
Haydon End Ward

Cllr Ellen Baker Lee
Haydon Wick Ward

Cllr Adam John
Haydon End Ward

Cllr Alex Roupelis
Haydon End Ward

Cllr Di Rodgers
Haydon Wick Ward

Cllr John Fuller
Haydon Wick Ward

Cllr John Jackson
Haydon Wick Ward

Cllr Kumar T. Naik
Haydon Wick Ward

Cllr Linda Brown
Haydon Wick Ward

Cllr Richard Hailstone
Haydon Wick Ward

Cllr Sue Callen
Haydon End Ward

Cllr Linda Rhys-Jones
Chair of Finance & Policy
Committee
Haydon Wick Ward

Cllr Sarah McDermott
Haydon End Ward

Cllr Bose Patrick-Okoh
Haydon End Ward

Cllr Ravi Venkatesh
Haydon End Ward

Cllr Seyi Fateru
Haydon Wick Ward

Cllr Rebecca Ross
Haydon End Ward

Cllr Steve Heyes
Haydon End Ward

The Year at a Glance

