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Chairman’s Welcome 

 
 
“Good evening ladies and gentlemen to this years annual parish meeting. After two 
years of holding this meeting in a virtual manner it is nice to hold this meeting in person, 
so we can talk about everything that we as a Parish Council has achieved over the 
last year, and more importantly what we have delivered for our residents. We will also 
take the opportunity to talk about our budget and precept, and look forward and talk 
about plans for 2022/2023. 
 
Before we go any further I want to state that Haydon Wick Council condemns the 
unprovoked Russian invasion of Ukraine and stands in solidarity with the people of 
Ukraine and their families and friends, including those local to Swindon. So please let 
us just take a moment to pause, breath and reflect. 
 
I also want to mention Covid and no doubt my colleagues may mention it again later. 
The pandemic has had a big impact across the world, but I particularly want to highlight 
what I have seen here in Haydon Wick and perhaps not in the manner you would 
expect. 
 
We have all seen people get ill, suffer and even sadly die from this deadly virus 
throughout the pandemic. It is not something we should forget, but I am not going to 
dwell on it as it is something we have all talked about many times. 
 
What I do want to focus our minds on are all the positive things that I have seen come 
out of the pandemic. 
 
The opportunity to stop running at 100 miles per hour rushing from place to place in 
our day to day lives and instead focus on family and friends. 
 
The opportunity to spend time walking through our parish, the place we choose to 
make our home. 
The opportunity to visit the many play parks and open spaces we have within walking 
distance 
The appreciation we all gained of our surroundings. 
 
Thinking of others, having more patience, being kind and supportive. 
 
I guess what I am saying is -  it has reminded us to live and enjoy life more than 
working to live. 
 
Let us not forget that there are some important lessons we have learnt from the 
pandemic and I sincerely hope we can carry some of that through as normality begins 
to return.  
 
At tonight’s event we want it to be as interactive as possible, so please do raise your 
hand if you wish to ask questions, share your ideas and comments at any time. 



 
Haydon Wick Parish is currently the third largest parish in Swindon, based on the 
number of residents and we are glad that we are able to deliver many services at best 
value. Out of the 20 parishes across Swindon we are mid table in terms of annual 
precept cost. We are driven to bring our residents a high level of service at a fair cost. 
We are also residents, so we have the same interest in wanting the best for Haydon 
Wick. 
 
Across this year, my first at Chairman of the Council, I have been meeting more and 
more residents, groups and partner organisations. The common thread is that most 
do not realise how much the Parish Council delivers on behalf of its residents. This is 
noted and we are actively looking at ways to continue enhancing how we communicate 
with you.  
 
As a Council we are currently working on our future strategy for the next 5 years, which 
will help give us a focused plan. We have actively consulted with residents and asked 
residents to complete a survey at the beginning of the year. We are asking you, our 
residents, for what you would like to see delivered by us. We are listening. 
 
We have spent a lot of time reshaping our service delivery based on your feedback. 
Over the last two years we have put more resources into maintaining the open spaces, 
as you have told us you are using them more, and we have continued to work on our 
youth services programme, and providing services to some of our most vulnerable in 
our community. 
 
Before we go into more detail on everything this Council is delivering and future plans 
through my very capable chairs of committees, I want to put out a heartfelt thanks to 
all of our Councillors, Staff and volunteers who continue to help make Haydon Wick 
Parish Council what it is today and help drive us into the future for our residents.” 
 
Councillor Vinay Manro, Chairman of Haydon Wick Parish Council 
 


