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“The Committee was set up in 2021 to improve communications between the 
residents and the Council and provide services to improve the lives everyone within 
the Parish. 

 

The Committee is responsible for: 

• Community Choices 

• Provision of activities and events for all sections of the community 

• Co-ordination of volunteers 

• Seeking Grants and external funding for community projects 

• Recogonising and rewarding exceptional service of members of the public 

• The Parish Magazine and social media 

• Community Grants 

 

This has been a challenging year but, I believe we have achieved a great deal. Our 
thanks all off the Officers, Councillors, volunteers, and Partners involved for their 
hard work and dedication. Our focus on communication and engagement will 
continue. 

Many of the projects provided by the council would not be possible without the help 
of our volunteers. Those that undertake litter picks, help at the Memory Café and 
provide transport, are much appreciated. We thank them regularly and hold a special 
tea party to thank them more formally. The Council officers work hard to keep the 
volunteers informed and involved.” 

 

Community Choices 

In 2021 the Council was given a grant of £12,000.00 to provide a service chosen by 
our residents. A list of choices was published, and the residents voted to have the 
money spent on youth provision. This has resulted in our working BEST – Be a Better 
You. We have provided several sessions of boxing, mixed martial arts and other 
physical activities. This relationship has worked well and the feedback from the 
participants and their guardians has been very positive.  We hope to continue with this 
service in the coming year.  

We are currently working on rolling out the Community Choices survey for the coming 
year. 

 

Memory Café 

The Memory Café was a new venture for the Council in 2021. We have managed to 
secure grants to buy a Mobii Interactive Table and the café takes place every other 
Wednesday. The whole team worked hard to make this a success and the recruitment 
of Jo Newman as the coordinator meant that we had the expertise to move forward 
quickly and efficiently, despite a couple of setbacks as a result of the pandemic. We 
now have several dedicated volunteers. Donations from Morrisons of cake and snacks 
were gratefully received. The uptake from residents has been very good and the 
feedback excellent. The carers have informed us that they find the café a welcome 
break. We look to continue the Café and will be working hard to secure further funding. 



  

Christmas Parcels 

The Council has provided this service of many years and provides parcels for those 
residents who are over 75 and live alone. Under the expert guidance of Councillor 
McDermott, a team of officers, councillors, volunteers and doners put in a huge effort 
to ensure that over 150 parcels were delivered to all the residents that had requested 
a delivery. The feedback very favourable and we received several letters of thanks. 
We hope to offer this service for many years to come. 

 
Activities for young people 
Throughout the year, the council has offered a range of craft activities and 
competitions during school holidays. These have included making Christmas cards 
and gifts for other occasions such as Mothering Sunday and Easter. The Christmas 
card competition is a good way of engaging with schools and the winning design is 
delivered with the Christmas parcels. 

 
With the help of artist Colin Astin we have offered graffiti workshops and our youth 
workers have been out and about meeting the young people in our community and 
arranging away day activities during the school holidays. 
 
These youth projects have been received favourably by the young people and their 
carers. 

 

Community Grants 

The Community Development Committee is also responsible for the Community 
Grants Budget and to consider applications for grants from local groups. Some of the 
grant applicants have joined us today to give us an update on their projects.” 

 

 

Councillor E Baker-Lee, Chair of Community Development Committee 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


