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HAYDON WICK

PRODUCED BY HAYDON WICK PARISH COUNCIL

Regular Events:
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday

Meat Draw at 9.30
Live Bands/Soloists/Discos
Bingo at 8.00

– New members and their families welcome –
Sky TV and BT Sport

Major sporting events always on our back bar
8 ft dropdown screen and 3 large screens in front bar.
Check out the website to see what's on
www.haydonwickclub.co.uk

Room Hire: Members only, full catering facilities for up to 200
Anniversaries – Birthdays – Special Events – Weddings
Enquiries and correspondence to:
The Secretary, Haydon Wick Club, 10 Blunsdon Road, Swindon SN25 1JD.
Email: HaydonWickClub@talktalk.net Telephone: 01793 721028
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Haydon Wick ‘living’ is assembled and
produced by Haydon Wick Parish Council

Letter from the Editorial Team
Welcome to the Spring issue, as is our
habit, we focus on our budget and the
precept. The centre pages provide a
breakdown of the budget, with page 31
given over to an explanation of how we
arrived at our numbers.
The magazine will look different from
now on, while updating our website we
took the opportunity to change our look,
full details page 18, we hope you like it.
We have many articles in this issue with
accompanying photographs, please be
assured that all the photographs were
taken in a COVID-19 safe manner,
adhering to the rules in place at the time
they were taken.
There are a few small articles, that we
would not want you to miss: - page 11
from Swindon Borough Council about
postal voting, page 47 information about
a Councillor vacancy and page 17 inviting
you to contribute to this magazine.
Please note COVID-19 guidelines are
continually changing so please check
the latest details with advertisers and
groups featured.
The Parish office is currently closed to
the public, please submit queries by
letter, email or phone.
Front cover picture – Kevin Morgan
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Many victims of domestic abuse
may not be physically hurt.
Abuse comes in many forms including:
■ Sexual
■ Emotional
■ Financial
■ Psychological

24 hr helpline

01793 610610
always answered by
a trained advisor

LOVE
SHOULD
N0T
HURT.

If you think you are the victim of domestic abuse,
or you think someone you know is, please call.

Here at Swindon Domestic Abuse Support Service we offer help with:
■ Community Services

■ Recovery programmes

■ LGBT

■ Children and Young People Services

■ Refuge Accommodation

■ Help and support for male and female

■ Healthy Relationship workshops

victims 16 years plus

 Facebook.com/SWADomesticAbuse/ |  @SwindonWA | www.swadomesticabuse.org

Swindon Women’s Aid Inc. is a registered charity, Charity No 1175148 PO Box 3816, Swindon, SN5 1BQ
General Enquiries: 01793 864 984

Message from the Chairman
So much for out with the old year and in
with the new one. The new more
transmittable strain of the virus means
we need to be even more careful than
last year.
But at least we do enter this latest
lockdown with a bit of hindsight and
experience to help our neighbours and
community whilst keeping ourselves and
our nearest and dearest safe. Not seeing
our relatives over the festive period was
difficult for some, but we had to weigh up
health against one weekend of the year.
As with previous lockdowns, if you are
shielding and require any help with
shopping, prescription collection etc,
please call the Parish Office, the
telephones are being answered. If we
cannot help you, we will probably know
someone who can.
It would be nice to be telling you about all
the activities the Parish Council has
planned for the coming year or even
recapping on the activities of last year. VE
Day came and went quietly, all thoughts of
celebration transferred to VJ Day later in
the year which unfortunately was also
curtailed. But despite the pandemic we
were able to organise virtual events and
activities to keep the community busy –
including the Easter colouring
competition, our virtual Annual Parish
Meeting, children’s competitions and a
fabulous virtual VE Day showing how the

community came together, safely and
remotely with street parties and decorated
front windows. Our traditional
Remembrance Sunday was socially
distanced. Although we did benefit from a
lone piper join us who would otherwise
have been at the Cenotaph.
Our team will again be continuing their
tasks around the parish, with any spare
capacity used to help the community. The
protocols we put in place last March, to
keep everyone safe, are still in operation.
The outdoor teams are working in
bubbles, the office team is working from
home or in the office on a floor of their
own. And our Council meetings continue,
as they have throughout all the various
lockdowns, online and available for
members of the public to attend – be it by
submitting questions in advance to the
Clerk or virtually via Microsoft Teams.
So how did you get through lockdown?
With all outdoor races cancelled, my
running resolution fell by the wayside, but
I did rediscover my enthusiasm for family
history and I’ve catalogued my Gran’s old
photographs. Can you tell us what you did
with your time for our next newsletter?
Just 100 words that may inspire someone
to take up a new hobby this year.
Hands, face, space. Stay safe.
Linda Brown
Chairman HWPC
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Step Out Swindon
We have continued to monitor the Covid
19 situation but sadly we are still not
able to walk in larger groups for a while
yet. Whilst the vaccination rollout
programme is going well and many
members have already received their
first dose it will still be many weeks
before the majority have received both
jabs and peak immunity is reached.
Even then we will have to wait until it is
deemed safe and we have permission,
for us to walk in larger groups again.
Rest assured that we will get as many
people out walking again as soon as it is
safe and we are allowed to do so.
Hopefully, there is now light at the end of
the tunnel and we can all look forward to a
brighter summer, subject to everyone
obeying the rules! Even then we cannot be
sure that the new normal will be the same
and some things will certainly have to
change so we have to be ready.
We now know that the national Walking
for Health Scheme, of which we are part,
is going to change during this our 10th
year and we are planning for those
changes right now. For many years the
national scheme has struggled to find long
term funding and every year, despite
funding from Sport England and the
National Lottery, it has been touch and go
as to whether the Scheme could continue.
To overcome this problem the national
Scheme will now be funded directly by all
of the 360 participating Schemes,
including Step Out Swindon, by an annual
fee payment.
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We, as an
independent
volunteer led
group, are
confident of
generating
that annual
fee from our donations, fundraising events
and grants and we will still be able to
continue providing our group led walks free
of charge.
We will in future be a Partner in the national
brand to be known as Ramblers Wellbeing
Walks, which will officially start in June
2021. This will ensure a sustainable future
for the Scheme.
As a volunteer or walker with our group you
will notice little change in that the walks
and the social options will not change and
the walks will continue to be free of charge.
We will still only be seeking a donation
towards the cost of refreshments and the
socialising venue.
Final details are still being considered and
we will keep all volunteers and walkers
updated as they arrive.
In the meantime keep safe and well and it is
good to see so many of you out walking
individually in order to keep up your fitness
levels for when we are able to walk together
again.
Grahame Lee
Scheme Leader 07932 109209

Planning & Highways’
Committee Report
As I write, the country has just entered
another Covid-19 lockdown. During last
year, committee business has been
sharply reduced as the number of plans
received for review has dropped
considerably.
It has reduced to such an extent that the
decision has been taken, for an
experimental period, to hold the Planning
and Highways committee meeting at
7.00pm prior to a meeting of the Policy
and Finance committee. Committee dates
can be found on the parish website.
Although the committee can comment on
plans, the final decision maker is Swindon
Borough Council. If a plan is controversial
it can be referred to the local Planning
Inspectorate.
On another subject, residents are
reminded that the street litter bins are for
litter, eg sweet wrappers, bus tickets,
drinks containers etc.
The Parish Council has a dedicated team
of volunteer litter pickers who go round
the parish after those whose aim is so
poor that they just totally miss the bin with
their rubbish. Just think of it as a challenge

and try harder to get your rubbish in
the bin.
On a similar subject, dog owners are
reminded that bagged dog waste can also
be placed in a litter bin. On that theme, let
one of our community resolutions for 2021
be to banish that moment of realisation;
“Oh my goodness, what have I have I just
stepped in?”
However, there have been cases where
domestic rubbish is being dumped in
street litter bins The street bins are not for
domestic rubbish which should be placed
in your household wheelie bin.
There really is no excuse for putting
domestic rubbish in street bins. In spite of
the pandemic, the borough’s bin
operatives have done a great job in
keeping up with collections.
Disposing of domestic rubbish in public
bins could be construed as fly-tipping.
Bear in mind that littering is covered by
the law; The Environmental Protection Act
1990 as amended by the Clean
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act
2005. The maximum fine for contravention
is £2500.
In 2021 let’s all keep Haydon Wick clean
and tidy.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Planning and Highways’ meetings are
7:00pm on third the Tuesday of the
month preceding Policy and Finance.

John Fuller
Chair HWPC Planning and
Highways Committee
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Christmas Card Competition

The annual Christmas Card Competition
run by Haydon Wick Parish Council
launched with the help of local primary
schools in the 2020 October half-term.
The festive and creative competition
was open for ages from Reception to
Year 6, and received a record amount of
dazzling entries.
Councillor Sarah McDermott had this to
say at the project launch: “For over 30
years, Haydon Wick Parish Council has
been providing Christmas Parcels to the
elderly residents living alone in the Parish.
For 2019, we wanted to encourage the
children of the Parish to be involved, so we
held our first ever ‘Design A Christmas
Card Competition’, with the winning
design made into a card for inclusion in
our Parcels. Building on last year's
success we are once again running the
competition, not only is it a bit of fun for
the children but also to publicise the
fantastic Parcel Scheme to the residents’.
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The highly
imaginative and
outstanding
Christmas Card
designs received
from children
across the Parish
were judged
independently by
the Morrisons
Community
Champion, Sandra
Graver. The
winning design was
created by Emily, a
pupil from Catherine
Wyatt Primary
School. Emily’s
winning design ‘Snow
Ball Fight’ made a
wonderful addition to
the Christmas Parcels
that the Parish Council
distributed to its older,
and more vulnerable
residents living within
the Parish.
The artistic superstar was
awarded her winning prize during a school
assembly and received personalised
cards, a cotton bag and mugs each
printed with her creative artwork for Emily
and her family to use and enjoy. The
runners-up entries were displayed at the
local Haydon Wick Morrisons, to help
spread some festive cheer amongst the
community.

Welcome to the team
- Dave Hunt
Haydon Wick Parish Council is
delighted to welcome onboard our new
Head of Parks & Open Spaces Team,
Dave Hunt.
Dave started his career with Swindon
Borough Council in 1972 and joins the
Parish Council with over 48 years’ worth of
extensive grounds management
experience.
Dave has expert knowledge of managing
play area maintenance, construction
works, landscaping planting schemes,
litter and cleansing and much, much more.
Dave is also a resident of Haydon Wick, so
he is very much on board with the
Council’s vision for Parks and Open
Spaces development.
He hopes to carry on the great work of the
team, and we are looking forward to
hearing his ideas of how we can further
enhance the parish.
In the coming months Dave will be finding
a suitable location for team’s depot, will be
looking at where to install the COVID-19
snake, upgrading all tools from petrol to
electric and sourcing a compact mini
sweeper for a trial the council agreed to
later this year.
Please join us in welcoming Dave to
the team.

Advertise here
Contact us to book
a space in the next edition
on 01793

722446 or

editor@haydonwick.gov.uk
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THE QUEEN’S GREEN CANOPY:
“Plant a Tree for the Jubilee”

Cool Earth and the UK Government
launch a Platinum Jubilee initiative
A unique tree planting campaign across
the United Kingdom known as "The
Queen’s Green Canopy" will be created
to mark The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
in 2022.
All across the United Kingdom, people
will be encouraged to “Plant a Tree for the
Jubilee” through The Queen’s Green Canopy
initiative. The project will see all Counties of
the UK being invited to create a network of
individual or specimen trees, tree avenues,
copses and woodlands in honour of Her
Majesty’s 70 years of service to the Nation.
The project will be led by Cool Earth in
partnership with the UK Government and
the Woodland Trust. The campaign will
see communities, charities, schools, scout
groups, councils and landowners planting
10

trees across the four nations to create a
lasting legacy in honour of The Queen’s
leadership of the Nation, that will enhance
our environment and the landscape, for
generations to come. The campaign will
encourage the planting of healthy native
trees that will thrive in their environments.
Throughout Her reign, The Queen has
planted more than 1,500 trees all over the
world and has spoken alongside Sir David
Attenborough of the importance of trees
in Earth’s future. The Platinum Jubilee will
offer an opportunity for people to unite
in celebration of The Queen’s lifetime of
service in support of the United Kingdom
and the wider Commonwealth.
The global Covid-19 pandemic has been
a challenging time which has profoundly
changed the lives of all British citizens and
generated a much greater public awareness
of the need for green space. The Queen’s
Green Canopy will encourage people to
come together with the common purpose
of “greening” their local and national
environments. Everyone is encouraged
to take part in creating this special gift to

Her Majesty by planting, and celebrating,
trees at home, and within their community,
through their local Government or County
programmes.
The Queen’s Green Canopy will be officially
launched in 2021. Further details about the
initiative and how to get involved will be
announced in due course.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson said:
“This difficult year has reminded us all of the
importance of the nature and green spaces
that surround us. Trees have the potential
to transform our communities, connect us
with nature and provide homes for precious
wildlife. They also have a huge role to play
in tackling climate change as we build
back greener from the pandemic. As we
celebrate Her Majesty’s incredible 70 years
of service, I encourage everyone to get
behind this scheme, and go ‘Plant a Tree for
the Jubilee.’”
Chair of the Forestry Commission, Sir
William Worsley said:
“The value of trees has never been clearer
and at a time where we must do everything
we can to not only tackle climate change,
but also adapt to its impacts. I would urge

everyone to pick up a spade and plant a
tree for the jubilee. As the government’s
expert forestry advisors and proud carers of
the nation’s forests for over 100 years – we
are hugely excited to support The Queen’s
Green Canopy.”
Environmentalist and Cool Earth Trustee,
Tony Juniper CBE said:
“Expanding tree cover is key to the recovery
of the world’s natural environment, including
here in Britain. Her Majesty’s Platinum
Jubilee marks an excellent opportunity to
harness Cool Earth’s expertise to help do
that job.”
CEO of The Woodland Trust, Dr Darren
Moorcroft said:
“There is no more fitting way to celebrate
Her Majesty's Jubilee than through striving
to increase and protect our native tree
cover which, for centuries, has played such
a central role in the life of the nation. This
is both about caring for and expanding our
natural heritage and safeguarding its future
for our children in the face of a combined
climate and nature crisis."

Postal Voting
With many of us spending more time
at home than ever before, Swindon
Borough Council would like to
remind residents of the option to
vote by post at elections.
Voting by post is an easy and
convenient way of voting if you don’t
want to vote in person at a polling
station. The Council is currently
working with the Government on
plans for upcoming local elections,

which will include measures to ensure
polling stations are safe and covidsecure. It is never too early to choose
the best voting option for you though,
and further information on how to
register for a postal vote, including
an application form, can be found by
searching ‘postal voting’ on the gov.
uk website: www.swindon.gov.uk/
downloads/file/4631/application_to_
vote_by_post
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GWH Appeal - Please follow guidelines
GWH urges residents to continue
following guidance to protect themselves
and local health services now more
than ever.
Over the past few months, staff at the Great
Western Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust
have supported more patients with
COVID-19 than at any point in the pandemic,
alongside a number of patients requiring
treatment for other conditions.
Across the organisation, services have been
incredibly busy and some patients are
waiting longer than usual in the Emergency
Department to be seen.
The Trust is working closely with partners
across the region to look at extra support to
assist with the sheer numbers of patients
needing care, as well as ways to accelerate
the discharging of patients who are ready to
go home.
Dr Charlotte Forsyth, Medical Director for
the Trust, said: “This is a really critical time
for the NHS, and at Great Western Hospital
we are balancing treating a large number of
COVID-19 patients, alongside a really

significant amount of demand from patients
who do not have COVID.
“We are doing all we can to keep our
services running, but we really need your
help at this time. Please do your bit so the
NHS does not become overwhelmed – wash
your hands, cover your face, ensure you are
socially distancing and follow all the
guidance.”
As hospital staff continue to work tirelessly
to support patients suffering with COVID-19,
it is vital that taking the essential prevention
measures and following government
guidance remains a priority for everyone in
Swindon.
If residents are unwell, they are advised to
contact NHS 111 who can direct them to the
most appropriate healthcare provider.
It is crucial everyone continues to follow the
latest government guidance, including
booking a COVID-19 test if they experience
any COVID-19 symptoms.
There are no shortcuts to protecting
Swindon and our hospital from coronavirus.
Let’s do it for our GWH.
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Haydon Wick Pétanque Club

A game in progress (not Haydon Wick)

Unfortunately, due to Covid,
the boule club has been unable
to play since March. However
here is a light hearted look at
the origin of the game.
So here is a reminder on how to play the
game. Just remember that boules and
pétanque are interchangeable names
for the game.
The chances are when you are in
France you will either want to play
boules or you will be invited to play
boules whether you want to or not. The
game is traditionally played with
metallic balls, weighing in at about 700
grams each, on a dirt or gravel surface
which is reasonably level.
Our French cousins like nothing better
than to give the visitors a good
14

thrashing on the boules pitch. It doesn’t
always work out like that since the
game has an element of luck about it,
as well as skill.
The game has spread out from France
and gone virtually worldwide. Just
looking on the web shows it being
played as far apart as Thailand and
the USA.
For leisure play it’s okay to use 2 or
3 boules depending on the number
of players.
To start, a coin is generally tossed to
decide who begins the game. and has
the right to place the cochonnet (the
small ball or jack, literally “the piglet”).
A circle or area is drawn by the winner
of the coin toss (or a member of his/her
team). The circle should be about 0.5m
in diameter and at least 1m from any

obstacle. The winner of the coin toss
throws the cochonnet between 4m and
8m, or 6 to 10 paces from the circle in
any direction. It must not be closer than
1m from any obstacle or you have to
throw again.

opponent. Or to knock the opponent’s
boule away. You must throw within 1
minute of your turn starting. The
winning player or team is the first to 13
points. The winner or winning team
starts the new round.

Any player from the coin toss winning
team then throws the first boule. You’re
aim is to get as close as possible to the
“cochonnet”. When throwing the boule,
you must not step out of the ring. Both
feet must stay together on the ground
and within the circle while throwing and
until the boule has landed

Usually someone produces a tape
measure or some means of rule to
identify who is nearest to the cochonnet
if it’s not glaringly obvious. Without it
there can be lively debate!
That’s pretty much it really. And you’ll
likely find French opponents are happy
to explain any “regional rules” as you go
along!

A player from the other team then steps
into the circle. Their goal is to throw a
boule closer to the cochonnet than their

John Fuller
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I want to start by wishing all our members a
belated Happy New Year and hope you had
a good Christmas although it would have
been a very different one.

U
E
B

This is not the start to 2021 that we had hoped
for but at least we have hope with the vaccine
being rolled out and by the time you read this
hopefully most of our members will have been
vaccinated.

TO

Who would have thought that when we closed
the club it would still be closed a year later, we
will do everything we can to restart the club as
soon as we are allow to and it is safe to do so.
As you can appreciate there is very little to say

apart to tell you that our members are
always it our thoughts and we cannot wait
until we can all meet up again. As soon as
it is safe to restart the club every member
will be contacted to let them know in the
meantime take care and keep safe.
Mike Whelan

Vice Chairman tel: 01793 706145
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Introducing Marilyn Trew,
Community Artist

Every year, the community of Haydon
Wick comes together to remember
and honour those who have sacrificed
themselves to secure and protect our
freedom. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic
and in light of the risks posed, the
traditional Remembrance Sunday
Wreath laying by the Chairman was
unable to take place.
In order to honour and remember those
who had sacrificed so much, our local,

16

dedicated
and incredibly
talented
community artist
Marilyn Trew
volunteered her
time to create a
show stopping
piece of community artwork. In response
to the issue of increased social distancing
challenges and the impact on community
Remembrance traditions, Marilyn came

to the rescue with a creative solution that
inspired many members of our community.
The newly created Remembrance banner
was proudly hung on the Parish Office
building for the community to appreciate.
The stirring 2020 Remembrance
banner was building on past successful
collaborative community art projects
between the Council and Marilyn. In
2018 the community artist created a
Remembrance tribute to disguise building
works hoarding which was received
deserving public acclaim on social media.

We wanted to take a moment from what
has been a challenging year for most,
and thank Marilyn for her continued
contribution to the Parish of Haydon
Wick, and using her considerable talent
and energies to benefit our wonderful
community.
Are you involved in any community arts
and crafts projects in the parish? If so,
we’d love to hear from you. Please get in
contact with us at events@haydonwick.
gov.uk

Send us your story - An appeal
from Cllr Ellen Baker-Lee
Since becoming a Councillor and before
that, as a pub landlady, I have met
many people and have the privilege of
hearing them share their life stories and
experiences. I am regularly surprised
and delighted to hear the ups and downs
of the human condition.
Many of these stories have inspired me,
made me laugh and sometimes made
me cry. One thing is for sure, we all have
a story, and we would like to hear yours.
Maybe it's about love or loss, about human
endeavour, or maybe it's just hilariously
funny.

Do you know of someone who is
particularly inspiring or have some stories
about home schooling? Maybe you can tell
us your lockdown stories? Have you done
something or can tell us about someone
who has done something amazing?
We would love to hear from you, please
send your contribution to editor@
haydonwick.gov.uk or write to at:
Editor
Haydon Wick Parish Office
Thames Avenue
Swindon
SN25 1QQ

Perhaps you run a club or society and
would like tell everyone about it.

17

New Year and a New Look for
Haydon Wick Parish Council

Haydon Wick Parish Council has certainly
adopted the tradition of ‘New Year, New
You’ for 2021, and is excited to announce
the unveiling of a new website, and new
brand.
The self-improvement journey began in
June 2019 when the Council recognised
that some work was needed to ensure
the website complied with local authority
accessibility regulation updates, along with
sector transparency requirements. Haydon
Wick Parish Council went on to approve
and publish a budget and project scope for
a website redesign and rebrand, that would
create an accessible, functional, resilient, and
representative website to support and depict
the community into the future.
In August 2020, an extensive tendering
exercise and robust evaluation process took
place. Parish Councillors, the IT Working
Party Group and Council Officers worked
alongside local marketing and branding
agency Clearwater to create a website that is
user friendly, and most importantly, inclusive
for all residents and visitors.
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The website is at the heart of the new design
strategy and reflects the Council’s vision. The
user-centred platform is designed to engage
and grow key audiences, and improve
communication, enabling residents to make
contact and access information easily.
As part of the project, it was identified
that the Council’s brand required some
redevelopment. A new brand was designed
to reflect what the Council is, what it does
for the community, what the community
can expect from the Council, and who it
represents. This process involved branding
exercises with Councillors, working party
groups and Officers. Key values and
objectives of the Council were identified and
are reflected in the both the new brand and
the website.
It is hoped that this brand and website
redevelopment is more appropriate and
relatable for the current Haydon Wick
Community and will continue to be so for
many years to come.

Photo: @ Phil Jefferies

Follow the Seven Fields Code
It has been heartening to see how many
people have discovered and enjoyed
Seven Fields during the past year. Many
have joined our Facebook page (Seven
Fields Nature Reserve) and contributed
information and some beautiful
photographs.
We have been co-ordinating with SBC’s
Bridges and Structures Manager about
the refurbishment of King Bridge and
with Ellen Baker Lee, Haydon Wick Parish
Council and Phil Jefferies of the parkrun to
give new life to the Group and encouraging
new people to join.
We would like to congratulate Phil and his
team on how well they have looked after
Seven Fields during the parkrun events.
Please enjoy Seven Fields Nature Reserve
and respect its wildlife.
• Keep to the green paths at all times of
the year.
• Guard against all risk of fires.

Photo: @ Clive Warr

Our Modified Countryside Code

• Respect its other users.
• Use the entrances and exits already
there.
• Use the bridges to cross the stream.
• Take your litter home.
• Help keep the stream clean.
• Make no unnecessary noise.
• Help protect the wildlife, trees and
plants.
Support the work of the Seven Fields
Conservation Group
(Photographs by local residents Phil Jefferies &
Clive Warr)
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New Year’s Resolution –
Planet, or plastic?

The traditional New Year’s Eve
celebrations may have been on the
slightly restrained side for some this
year, but that did not stop us from
making a very important New Years
resolution.
We teamed up with Plastic Free Swindon
and Keep Swindon Tidy to make a pledge
as an organisation – to reduce our plastic
use. We all know that small steps to
reduce plastic can be a giant leap in the
right direction, and that one small change
can make the world of difference, so we
took the pledge. We promised to:
• use reusable bags only.
• use reusable bottles instead of single
use plastic bottles.
20

• not to use plastic cutlery, use
reusable straws.
• to use reusable coffee cups.
• to be more vigilant and efficient with
our household recycling.
Upon researching how we could reduce
our plastic waste, we stumbled across a
very eye-opening statistic “that more
than 40% of plastic is used just once
and then thrown away” - that was more
than enough to help us stick to our
promise, to do our bit to help reduce that
statistic.
With our New Year off to a successful start
by making small differences locally to
contribute to the global impact of single
use plastic, we started thinking closer to

home. Now more than ever, our immediate
surroundings have never been so
important our physical and mental health.
The Council has a long history of a proud,
dedicated and an ever-growing volunteer
network that regularly litter pick across
Haydon Wick. Building on the success of
the individual and group litter picking
warriors, the Parish Council has joined
forces with Keep Swindon Tidy and Plastic
Free Swindon to launch an anti-litter
poster design competition in partnership
with all of the schools within the Parish.
In a bid to help keep the Parish tidy,
increase awareness and co-operation
form the community, this February

half-term design competition will result in
some innovative and creative anti-littering
poster designs. The design brief was to
create a poster that would include any
aspect of litter, the effects litter has on
wildlife, encouraging people to take litter
home or use the nearest public bins. The
competition winner and runner-up will
receive a small gift from the Council, and
along with other entrants, have their
winning design printed and displayed
within the Parish.
What can you do to reduce your plastic
waste and help us raise awareness? If you
have any ideas, please contact us on
office@haydonwick.gov.uk

Call For Grant Applications
Haydon Wick Parish Council sets aside money each
year which it then distributes to groups providing
services to residents of the Parish.
If you feel your group could benefit from some
additional finance contact the Parish Office for a
copy of the application form and eligibility details.
The next closing date for submissions is:

31st May 2021

Any late submissions will be presented to the next appropriate meeting after:

30th September 2021
31st January 2022
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King George V Play Area –
Resurfacing Works
By the time you are
reading this, the
play area should
have reopened
following the
resurfacing works
and the installation
of some additional
accessibility
friendly play
equipment and
footpaths.
Our fingers are
crossed anyway, as
the construction
began in the winter
months (following a
weekend of snow), at the peak of the third
national lockdown and under the direction
of our newly appointed Head of Parks &
Open Spaces – so a bit of a challenge!
The Council budgeted for the resurfacing
of the wet pour at King George V Play
Area when setting the 2020/2021 budget.
After a scrutinising tender process carried
out by the Play Area Working Party and
reviewed by the Amenities & Leisure
Committee, the design was finally
approved at Full Council.
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Vitaplay won the Contract with their very
innovative design with the potential of
cost savings, such as creating bunds
around the play area to add some
additional play value and rolling the wet
pour into the existing borders, which will
be easier when carrying out grounds’
maintenance. Throughout the process
additional ideas had been brought up for
discussion such as footpaths from each of
the gates and one interlinking the two play
areas, adding some accessible play
equipment, and installing another
goal post.

The Play Area Working Party has been
working closely with Benjamin’s Smile
charity, which is a keen ambassador for
accessible play working with local parish
councils and Justin Tomlinson MP to make
play areas inclusive for all children. The
Council met with the charity at the end of
last year and following the developments
at KGV Play Area, was contacted in the
design stages to see what types of
equipment would be most suitable within
the existing footprint and the small
left-over budget available. It was

suggested that a basket swing could be
useful for those who are able to be lifted
from wheelchairs and some sensory
panels dotted around the play area which
would cater to different types of
disabilities but also still be used and
enjoyed by all children.
Progress pictures will have been shared
on our social media and website so if you
are interested in following this project and
seeing the end result, please visit
www.haydonwick.gov.uk

Calling all
Haydon Wick Heroes!
Do you know someone who fits one of
the following descriptions:
1. Volunteer of the year
2. Young Achiever
3. Fabulous Fundraiser
This year more than ever, our community
has come together and shown
tremendous kindness, consideration and
selflessness in many ways.

Whether it was raising donations for good
causes, helping someone in need, or
litter-picking in your community – we want
to hear from you!
If you have someone you would like to
nominate, simply follow the link to the
nomination form:
www.haydonwick.gov.uk/haydon-wickheroes

For information on the Haydon
Wick Parish Council Precept
2021/22 turn to page 31-34

Christmas Parcel Delivery

Despite some unique challenges
presented by 2020, Haydon Wick Parish
Council continued to deliver its
successful Christmas Parcel Scheme
and spread some festive cheer and
goodwill to residents in need across
the Parish.
Haydon Wick Parish Council distributed
over 160 Christmas parcels full of
Christmas goodies to its residents during
one week in December. Staff and
Councillors worked hard to overcome any
logistical challenges and to ensure their
community project continued to help
those that live alone, are aged over 70 and
live within the Parish.
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Chairman of the Council Councillor Linda
Brown told us: “Despite this being a
difficult year for many, we have been
overwhelmed at the generosity and record
levels of donations we have received
towards this community project. As a
Parish, we are very proud that for over 30
years we have continued to support our
residents in this way”.
The Council is as always humbled by the
generosity of its volunteers and
community groups who come together
every year to help with this project and
would like to pass on their thanks to:
Morrisons, ASDA, Virgin Media, Bookers,
N&B Foods and the Redeemed Christian
Church of God for their very generous
donations.

Banjo (RCCG – The Redeemed Christian
Church of God)
We have been working with Haydon Wick
Parish Council for the past six years where
they have graciously provided us with two
halls which we use for our church services
and other events.
During this time, we have enjoyed a
fantastic relationship and see first-hand
their passion to serve the community
through initiatives such as the Christmas
Parcel Outreach, among others.
Lilian, Christmas Parcel Recipient
Please thank all of the people who helped
with my Christmas Food Gift. It was lovely,
and I can’t think what else you can put in it
to make it any better. So, thank you. When
my Mum moved into Greenmeadow in the
70s, she had a Christmas Gift Parcel from
Haydon Wick Parish Council. It was
potatoes, onions and other vegetables to
make a meal. She was so thrilled that
someone had thought of her. So, thank
you again.
Christmas Parcel Recipient
Thank you very much for my hamper and
to those who made up and delivered it
Jan, Christmas Parcel Recipient
To all at Haydon Wick Council. I was 71 on
Monday 7th December, and on
Wednesday 9th December I received my
first Christmas Hamper from you. I would
like to say a big ‘Thank You’ and also how
much it was appreciated. It’s packed with
lovely food items which will be very useful.

Ann, Christmas Parcel Recipient
This morning I had my lovely Christmas
Parcel delivered by one of your hardworking volunteers, I am writing to say a
BIG thank you to everyone for your
generosity and hard work which has gone
into this enormous project. It was very
much appreciated, and I will enjoy all of
the lovely Christmas ‘goodies’ in my parcel
during the Christmas break.
Audrey, Christmas Parcel Recipient
To everyone at Haydon Wick Parish
Council, I would like to thank you for the
Christmas Parcel which, as always, was
full of useful items. Also, an opportunity to
thank you for organising volunteers for
those of us shielding during lockdown. I
was immensely grateful to have hospital
prescriptions delivered from the pharmacy
and to have letters and cards taken to the
post box. My request for help was always
dealt with quickly, with cheerfulness and,
on one occasion in very heavy rain!
Haydon Wick is a lovely place to live.
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HAYDON WICK OVER 60’s CLUB
Sadly, once again, along with other
clubs and pastimes in the Parish I have
nothing to report regarding our activities
and meetings.

this very black and gloomy tunnel and
when the next edition of the magazine
lands on your mat I am able to let you
know what we have been doing at club.

The committee did send a newsletter
and greetings card to all our members
at Christmas just to let them know we
miss them and are thinking of them.

Wishing everyone a ‘get back to
normal’2021.

This March we should be celebrating
our 50th anniversary, personally I think
that is a pretty good achievement and
in normal circumstances by now
everything would have been in place to
properly acknowledge this, but, of
course, this is now ‘on hold’. We are
hoping to be able to do something to
mark the occasion but that is in the
‘pipeline’, I have been lucky enough to
have had both my vaccinations and I
find it quite amusing that so many
friends of my age group are so excited
when they get their ‘call up papers’ to
go and have a needle jabbed into their
arm!!!!

Pat Cutting

Tel - 01793 734398
Mob - 07712 526274
Web: www.upaladder.co.uk

Signs of the times! Let us all hope that
there is a glimmer of light at the end of

Graham Witts Motor Repairs
• Full recovery and repair service, M.O.T.’s arranged
• Mobile service... we come to you
• Free collection and delivery
• All work guaranteed – Reasonable rates
Telephone: 01793 723544 Mobile 07790 098859

4
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✁

Amenities & Leisure
Committee Report

I am writing this on a snowy day in
January during the third lock down. By the
time you read this, you should be able to
see the results of the hard work
undertaken by the staff, councillors and
volunteers who planted thousands of
Spring bulbs last Autumn. I’ve already
noticed the green shoots pushing through
the soil which shows that Spring cannot
be too far away.
We are also looking forward to seeing the
results of the wildflower seeds sown in the
two trial plots last September. These are on
the land between the barriers on the old
Blunsdon Road and the grass area opposite
Catherine Wayte school. Although the grass
was cut very short and the ground scarified
before the seed was sown, an unusually mild
Autumn resulted in a strong grass regrowth
which unfortunately may crowd out the
wildflowers.
In addition to flowers, we are hoping to plant
more trees in the coming season.
There has been a suggestion which has
been taken up by several councils, including
Swindon borough, that Spring flowering
trees are planted as a memorial to those who

have lost their lives in
the Covid pandemic.
The native wild cherry
would be a suitable
species, it has a mass
of white blossom and it
flowers at the end of
March and into April
which will coincide
with the anniversary of
the first lockdown. If
agreed, we shall be
looking for a prominent
central space in the
parish where a clump or avenue of cherry
trees could be planted.
We also hope to participate in the Queen’s
Green Canopy scheme (see separate article)
which, in 2022, will celebrate the 70th year
of the Queen’s reign.
Richard Hailstone
Chair of Amenities & Leisure Committee

AMENITIES COMMITTEE
Amenities Committee meetings are
7:30pm on the second Tuesday of
the month.
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www.haydonartists.co.uk
Like all other voluntary societies we
haven’t been able to meet in person,
but some of our artists have
continued to work during the corona
virus restrictions making use of
online lessons and tutorials which
cater for all levels of ability. Here is a
gallery of some of the pictures that
they have produced.
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When not under COVID restrictions Haydon
Artists' Society are an Art Group who meet in
the Swindon Manor Indoor Bowls Club on
Thursdays from 7-9pm. We welcome artists
of all standards.
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THAMES AVENUE
- Great British Fish � Chips -

Click � Collect
Full page ad with bleed

148 x 210 mm (image area)

154 x 216 mm (includes bleed to image)
please include bleed to top, bottom, left and right edges
when designing

Gluten Free
Monday!
ad witha
border
and no bleed
OpenFull
7 page
Days
Week
5 - 8pm
124 x&
180
mm (imageLunchtime
area with border)
And Friday
Saturday
12 - 1:30pm

www.thamesavenue.com

Android

Search: Thames Avenue
88 Thames Avenue SN25 3NT 01793 523211

Apple

Haydon Wick Parish Council
Precept 2021/22
Haydon Wick Parish Council
appreciates that 2020 was a challenging
year for everyone because of the
COVID-19 pandemic and changing
priorities.
Prudent management of budgets over the
preceding years has stood us in good
stead. In this coming financial year the
key focus will be on consolidating our
financial position. The Council remains
optimistic for the future and seeks to
support the whole of its community in
meaningful and innovative ways.
In such a period of uncertainty, it has been
important to carefully consider a budget
that will enable the Parish Council to
continue to deliver a range of initiatives
benefitting the residents including
enhancing our play parks, good
management of allotments, maintenance
our open spaces, and ensuring our teams
have the equipment and facilities they
require to operate efficiently, including a
suitable depot for the Parks & Open
Spaces service delivery.
The COVID-19 restrictions saw an
increase in the use of open spaces and the
importance of looking after our mental
health and wellbeing. The Parish Council
manages 24 play parks and many more
open spaces, and these have been
essential in supporting our residents
during the periods of lockdown and
restrictions. The completion of the

Haydonleigh Skatepark was achieved
despite many difficult challenges and
there are plans to refurbish at least two
more play parks in 2021/22.
The Parish Council remains fully
committed to delivering all our services
and this precept will also see the
introduction of many more community
activities, such as a Dementia Café and a
mental health and youth development
programme.
The financial uncertainty that many of our
residents face has been at the forefront of
our minds as we set the precept. At the
Full Council meeting on 26th January 2021
the precept was agreed to be £94.51 per
year which is an increase of £3.28 per year
for a Band D property.
The Chairman of the Council, Councillor
Linda Brown said “This year’s budget was
carefully put together and robustly
scrutinised by all members of the Council.
The precept of £94.51 per year represents
value for money when considering what it
delivers for all sectors of our community.
Not least by expanding our service
provision with more community
development and youth engagement
programmes, and the continued
enhancement of our open spaces and play
parks. We hope everyone can see the
passion and commitment of the Parish
Council as we continue to strive to develop
our community”.
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Haydon Wick Paris
Gross Expenditure

2020-2021
Direct Income

Net Expenditure

Precept %

£281,309.00

£32,198.00

£249,111.00

30.29%

£483,304.00

£3,938.00

£479,366.00

58.29%

£36,085.00

£4,850.00

£31,235.00

3.80%

£83,014.00

£0.00

£83,014.00

10.09%

-£20,350.43

-2.5%

£883,712.00

£40,986.00

£822,375.57

100.00%

Precept Requested 2020/21
Tax Base
Precept for Band D Property

£822,375.75
9,014.50
£91.23

Ser

Cen
Salaries, Pens
Subscriptio
Council Insuranc
IT & Tel
Office Maintenanc
Councillor Allow
Professional Fees,
Parks
Salaries, Pens
Subscriptio
Leisure Gardens
Grounds Maintenan
Workwear &
Machinery, Equipment, Rep
Play Parks Refur
Vehicles Repairs, Mai
Commun
Communit
Commun
Youth
Newsletter, W
Communit
Christmas
Cap
Community Bus
Projects: Depot, Tadp
Stra

To/(Fr

Precept R

Precept fo

Pre
Additional Budget Required
Pre

Additional Bud
Comm
Foo
De
CCT

For further information:
Georgina Morgan-Denn
Chief Officer/Clerk & RFO
Haydon Wick Parish Council
Council Offices
Thames Avenue
Swindon SN25 1QQ
clerk@haydonwick.gov.uk
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1: Capital Projects budget inc
2: 20/21 postponed projects

What this budget represen
An innovative & progressive
Investment in a Parks & Ope
Continued investment in our
Ear Marked Reserves for fina
Enhanced community develo
Budget for the community to
Financial stability with five mo

sh Council Precept 2021-2022

rvice Areas

ntral Services
sion & National Insurance
ons, Training & Travel
ce, Office Lease & Utilities
lecommunications
ce & Equipment, Room Hire
wances , Election Costs
Health & Safety, Audit Costs
& Open Spaces
sion & National Insurance
ons, Training & Travel
s/Allotments & Maintenance
nce Contracts, Floral Planting
PPE, Mobile Contracts
pairs & Maintenance, Street Furniture
rbishments & Maintenance
intenance, Fuel, Tax, Insurance
nity Development
ty Transport Scheme
nity Grants Scheme
h Development
Website & Social Media
ty Event Programme
s Parcels & Activities
pital Projects1
s & Vehicle Replacements
pole Access, Footpath Signage
ategic Planning

Gross Expenditure

2021-2022
Direct Income Net Expenditure

£384,456.00

£35,493.00

£348,963.00

41.00%

£526,322.00

£14,001.00

£512,321.00

60.19%

£51,535.00

£10,500.00

£41,035.00

4.82%

£147,371.00

£0.00

£1,109,684.00

£59,994.00

rom) Reserves2
Subtotal

Precept %

Requested 2021/22
Tax Base
or Band D Property

£851,158.71
9,005.9
£94.51

ecept 2020/21
d 2021/2022* (see breakdown below)
ecept 2021/22

£822,375.75
£28,782.96
£851,158.71

£147,371.00

17.31%

-£198,531.29

-23.3%

£851,158.71

100.00%

dget Required 2020/2021
munity Choices
£12,000.00
otpath project
£3,000.00
ementia Café
£4,500.00
TV installations
£9,280.00
Total
£28,780.00
creased to allow for the next stage of the Depot project)
due to Covid-19 meants funds returned to Reserves & re-allocated for 21/22

nts for Haydon Wick:
Parish Council
en Spaces Service Devlivery Depot
play parks and open spaces
ancial sustainability
opment programme
choose
onths General Reserves
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Doggy
Doos
Are you the one who walks their doggy
late at night?
Do you walk them up the alley where there
isn’t any light?
Do you go on walking while Fido drops
his load?
The favourite one from Broadway up to
Whitworth Road?
I have to use that alley as it leads right to
my home.

I’m sure there must be other places for
Fido to roam.
I’m feeling rather angry, I really must confess.
When I get home for tea my shoes are such
a mess.
Now you’ve read my poem and I don’t mean
to nag.
Next time you go a walking, please take
a doggie bag.
Mrs S.

Professional Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Abacus Cleaning Services

25 years experience in
the carpet and upholstery
cleaning industry.
Carpet and fabric
protection treatments.
Member of the national
carpet cleaners
association. (no. 1399)

Call 01793 421802
For a Free, no obligation, quotation

www.abacuscleaningservices.co.uk
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Congratulations
to John!
By Linda Brown
Ex Parish Councillor and Chairman John
Stooke has written ‘Last Orders’: a
History of Pubs in Swindon’; a superb,
self published tome which covers lost
public houses and beer houses since
the 1700’s, a number of which were
situated in Haydon Wick. The parish
apparently had a bad reputation for
disorderly conduct as a result of the
inordinate number of alcohol outlets
available to the parishioners!
John has scooped a Gold award from the
Guild of British Beer Writers for the best
non-profit piece of writing in 2020,
although the book was first published in
October 2019. Officially John is the winner
of ‘Harvey’s Tom Paine Award for the Best
Citizen Beer Communicator’. This book is
not just non-profit, John donates a portion
of the book price to the Swindon Women’s
Aid.
Working alongside the Swindon Libraries
Local Studies team, ‘Last Orders’ is the
result of four years’ hard work and
research to trace the history of 120 local
pubs and beer houses from the year 1700
onwards which have now disappeared.
My own house has a mention as the old
off-licence for the Fox and Hounds. It was
owned by Ushers Brewery and known as
‘The Old Bottle Shop’ by the local kids
who used to collect any discarded glass
bottles in exchange for the penny deposit.
A penny that was no doubt spent in the
shop opposite!
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Just before the latest lockdown, I ran into
John whilst on my daily dog walk around
the parish. Socially distanced on either
end of a park bench, he told me more
about the background.
“When I left the Parish, I suddenly had
rather a lot of time on my hands. I have
always been keen on local history and
heritage and also especially on pubs and
real ale (as Vice Chairman of CAMRA) so
this became a natural fit. The charity
aspect, £3 from every book, came from the
fact the Government had decided women
who flee their homes to go into a refuge
could no longer get housing benefit under
the new Universal Credit rules which was
their main source of income. We have an
especially good set up in Swindon so I
thought I could raise some decent money.

I have already donated £6500 and
although sales have slowed right down in
the pandemic, there should be a bit more
to come. In the event, the Government
faced an outcry and quickly backed down
but I had made promises by then. It took 4
years working on it every day from 2015
(not all day every day) and I wrote it up
most nights in the bar of the Blunsdon
Arms. (Steve had to wake me up some
nights to tell me he was closing). I can say
I was pleased with the end result. It has
been the highest selling and fastest selling
local history book ever with already 2600
copies sold. Everyone who has reviewed it
have been unstinting in their praise. If you
don’t have a copy and are interested, they
can still be bought from me or WH Smith if
you are in town. I’m now working on a new

book recording the life and work of great
Swindon artist, Frank Quinton, which I
plan to publish in early summer. If that
does half as well as Last Orders I will be
very happy. This time the charity will be
local MND sufferers”
I have donated a signed copy of John’s
book to the Parish Council’s little library,
should anyone wish to borrow it. Although
I heartily recommend its purchase by
anyone who grew up in Swindon, has
family or local history interests and wants
to support a worthy local charity.
John, a hearty, well deserved
‘Congratulations’ on
receiving this award.
Cheers!
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Welcoming our Youth Development Officer
I am passionate about and with the lack of
Youth Workers across Swindon, it is
something that I feel is really important.
Since December 2020, I have been
working with the Parish Council to help
re-open the skatepark using an online
booking system and implementing social
distancing measures to keep everyone
safe. It has been fantastic seeing such a
range of ages coming along with parents
and creating a community atmosphere at
the skate park.

Hi, I am Chloe, Haydon Wick
Parish Council’s new Youth
Development Officer.
I have seven years of experience of
working with young adults and children in
a variety of settings, from coaching sport
through to youth work and intervention. I
have worked on a range of projects across
Swindon to help develop the youth
community in the local area and I am
looking forward to working with the Parish
Council. Engaging with young people is
something
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Many of the users preferred the smaller
sessions, so the children did not become
overwhelmed when practicing their new
skills. We have also been able to take
feedback from the skatepark users,
parents and passing residents and have
been able to act quickly upon how we
could make the sessions run more
smoothly – for example, a session for
under 8’s was created, and the length of
the sessions were increased from 40
minutes to 1 hour 30 minutes. The
sessions, especially at Christmas, proved
very popular.
Unfortunately, there were a couple of
instances where we had to cancel the
sessions due to the wet weather and icy
surface conditions – which is to be
expected during the winter months – but
we are now able to send alerts to those
booked in, advising them further in
advance if the session is cancelled.

There are also some security issues
with people jumping over the
fences to access the skatepark, our
Security Provider, Parks & Open
Spaces Team, Councillors, and the
local North Swindon PCSO’s have
been a great help keeping an eye on
the area. We are currently in the
planning stages to increase the
height of the fence from 2m to 3m,
to help prevent further break-ins.
In the meantime, whilst the
skatepark is sadly closed, and to
keep the younger population busy,
I am planning some skate park
competitions, workshops and
training sessions for our local youth
population to get involved with and enjoy.
I am also planning further ahead, since the
Parish Council received some grant
funding for the employment of a Youth
Worker extending the length of my role, for
some holiday workshops for different age
ranges such as competitions, some easter
activities/ an easter egg hunt and some
sports camps that we can hopefully carry
out in the summer months, taking
advantage of the Council’s many green
open spaces and play areas.
The more engagement that we receive
from the young people within our
community, the more exciting ideas we
can come up with. Please encourage your
children to get involved and try something
new.
Keep an eye on our website and social

media for more exciting projects
coming soon!
Hope to see you soon, until then take care
and stay safe.
Chloe
Youth Engagement Worker

Advertise here
Contact us to book
a space in the next edition
on 01793

722446 or

editor@haydonwick.gov.uk
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Local Boy Raises Money for Julia’s
House Children’s Hospice
Euan Schaub (aged 13) raised £105 for
Julia’s House Children’s Hospice over
2nd Lockdown.
Euan says, “After a house fire in 2017, my
family was overwhelmed by the support we
received, and we were inspired to help
others. Since the fire we have fundraised
for various charities including Swindon &
Gloucester MIND, Threshold Housing Link,
Brighter Futures to name just a few.
"My last event took place during the
October half term, where I took part in a
gameathon for 12 hours, raising money for
Julia’s House Children’s Hospice. I love
gaming so couldn’t resist the challenge.
Even though times are hard for everyone at
the moment, I was pleased to raise £105. I
never expected to do so well. But you don’t
know what you can do until you try.
"I chose Julia’s House as I had previously
accompanied my sister; Ayla (age 12); to an
open day at their newest Wiltshire branch.
Julia’s House helps children and their
families during their worst times, this really
made an impression on me.
"I love being helpful and would really enjoy

supporting more local
projects in the future.”
Euan’s mum Jemma says,
“He works 7 days a week
as a local paper boy in all
weathers, he really
amazes me and I'm very
lucky. He is also a model
& photographer, musician,
former youth Parish
Councillor and so much
more. As a family we are always happy to
support other fundraisers.”
Euan is a student at Nova Hreod School.
Euan and Ayla were recently awarded the
1st ever Nova Hread Headteacher’s Award
in recognition of their fundraising and
charity work, linking to the school value of
contribution.
Mr Wells presented them with a
Headteacher's Award, saying: "We are very
proud of Ayla and Euan, who have shown
great dedication to their fundraising in spite
of the pandemic, and they have both
worked very hard to help other people
during these difficult times. "

41

Swindon’s community forest has target
of planting half a million trees
During the Winter months, Swindon’s
Great Western Community Forest will
be one of 10 community forests across
England planting more than 500
hectares of trees thanks to a new
£12.1 million fund.
In total, the trees to be planted across
winter 2020 and into 2021 will eventually
store over 100,000 tonnes of carbon
dioxide and will also help in making local
landscapes more resilient to the impacts
of climate change.
For people in Swindon the delivery
programmes will offer a wide range of
added beneﬁts, unique to community
forestry, including high levels of
community engagement.

42

These new ‘climate combatting’
woodlands across England will appear
around towns and cities, and for the next
five years a wider programme has been
drawn up for over 6,000 hectares of new
woodlands, one of the biggest
environmental regeneration initiatives the
UK has seen.
The GWCF is a key partner in the new
Trees for Climate programme, which is
being delivered by the partnership of 10
community forest organisations that span
the country, from Yorkshire to Somerset,
supported by the national charity The
Community Forest Trust. An initial £12m of
grant funding for the first planting session
in 2020/21 has been secured from the
Government’s Nature for Climate fund.

The funding will also create new jobs and
secure existing ones within the forestry
sector and open up new opportunities for
people seeking a career in the
environment sector.
The GWCF target is to support the
planting of a total of approximately 350ha
of woodland across the Great Western
Community Forest over the five-year
period of the programme - around
500,000 trees in total.
For this planting season (20/21) the
GWCF’s target is to create just over 18
hectares of new woodland and trees,
which will be planted by the end of March
2021. This equates to around 20,000 trees.
Forestry Minister, Lord Goldsmith, said:
“Through this exciting new programme we
will build back greener, as more
communities - particularly those in urban
environments – will have access to nature,
with real benefits for health and wellbeing.
“Trees are the backbone of our urban and
rural environments and essential in
tackling the climate emergency. This vital
programme will plant trees where they are
most needed to stem flooding and provide
more places for nature to thrive.”
Trees for Climate will help deliver against
the goals in the Government’s 25 Year
Environment Plan and support Nature
Recovery Networks across England.
It has been drawn up by The Community
Forest Trust, the national charity for
community forestry and is being delivered
through Cheshire West and Chester
Council, the accountable body for the
programme.

As well as funding the tree planting
activity itself, the grant will enable each of
the community forests to manage all
aspects of the new woodland creation
carefully, including community and
landowner engagement. New approaches
to long-term woodland management will
also be developed including greater levels
of sustainability, and finding innovative
new models of woodland delivery that may
help to shape the future of community
forestry forever.
Extensive planning is already underway to
ensure Trees for Climate starts to be
delivered during the current tree planting
season – which runs from November
through to March. More than 8,000
hectares of land has already been
identified as suitable for planting, over the
next five planting seasons to March 2025.
There are still opportunities for
landowners to get in touch with their local
community forest to see if the land they
have is suitable for the programme.
The new woodlands will store vast
quantities of carbon playing an important
role in our national mission to help the UK
hit its target of net zero by 2050.
The woods will also deliver natural flood
management systems, improve air quality
and create a more advantageous setting
for economic recovery and growth.
Through Trees for Climate more
communities in towns and cities will get
access to nature, proven to boost health
and wellbeing and giving children living in
urban areas a chance to explore the
natural environment.
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Wiltshire Community Foundation is pleased to announce that the
Haydon Wicks Grants Programme is now open for applications.
Grants of up to £3,000 are available for charities and community
groups whose work substantially benefits the people of Haydon
Wick and/or its immediate areas.
Applications must have a clear community benefit and the money
can be used to support new projects, existing project costs or part
fund large projects. Previous groups that have benefited from the
grants programme include Willows Counselling Service, the
Haydon Wick Over 60s Club and Pinehurst Netball Club.
If you are interested in applying you can find more information and
download an application form from their website
www.wiltshirecf.org.uk.

Haydon Wick ‘living’ Magazine . . . the small print
Haydon Wick Parish Council reserves the right to edit articles.
As a result, it is helpful if articles are presented in WORD or ILLUSTRATOR
rather than PDF format.
Due to publication deadlines it may not always be possible to refer back to the
author in such cases.
The opinions expressed in the articles published under a personal byline may
not necessarily represent the views of Haydon Wick Parish Council.
While we accept all contributions in good faith, Haydon Wick Parish Council
cannot be held responsible for either the work or claims made by any of our
advertisers.
We regret this magazine is unable to publish political advertisements and
contributors cannot refer to political parties, or include party logos, party
addresses, emails or website.
All enquires regarding this publication should be address to the Editor on
01793 722446, editor@haydonwick.gov.uk or Council Offices, Thames
Avenue, SN25 1QQ.
ADVERTISERS ... Call 01793 722446 or email editor@haydonwick.gov.uk
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How the Parish Council is
Reducing its Paper Usage
Haydon Wick Parish Council recognises
that our activities and operations have an
impact on the environment, and we are
committed to conserving natural
resources, operating in a manner
sensitive to the environment and
complying with all relevant legislation.
Whilst a large proportion of paperwork
processed by the office is now sent or
received electronically and ideally, we would
like to become a paperless Parish Council,
we do have to be mindful that our parish
does have an ageing demographic with
many parishioners not having access to a
digital device and/or the internet. Legally we
have an obligation to reach the maximum
number of residents as possible with all our
communications. Our 12 Parish Council's
noticeboards for example contain Parish
Council notices and other public information
and are accessible to all.
We do produce a hard copy of Haydon Wick
Living, the Parish Newsletter, which is
delivered independently rather than with
other bulk mailings so that it is not
accompanied by potential ‘junk’ mail. It is
also available electronically.
We have however implemented several
measures to try and reduce our paper
usage, mainly focusing on introducing a
paperless system for our councillors. This
not only helps us to improve our costs but
also helps reduce our environmental
footprint by reducing the vast amount of
printing which is required for every council
meeting. It should be noted that it was only
relatively recently Government legislation

allowed summons to Council meetings to be
given electronically.
• All agendas, presentations and
documents provided during Council
meetings and training courses are
provided electronically in advance of the
meeting/training session. Paper copies
are only provided to Councillors and
Officers if specifically requested or if
required due to additional needs.
• Officers and Councillors are encouraged
to use their online planners and
calendars, rather than using a paperbased diary.
• Other office-based measures include:
• Use of sustainable paper (where cost
allows)
• Installation of paper recycling and
cardboard bins within the office
• Printing only when necessary and by
default in black and white/double sided
• Shredding and recycling of all
confidential paper
The effect of reducing our consumption has
seen us ordering less paper. Unfortunately, it
is not possible to extract from our accounts
the cost saving specifically for paper as it is
usually ordered alongside other items. But
we have seen a significant reduction in both
our photocopying costs and postage. They
have reduced from £1555 and £1072 in
2019/20 respectively to a projected £1208
and £840 in 2020/21, a combined cost
saving of £549. So, a win-win for both the
environment and for us.

Cllrs Rebecca Ross & Linda Brown
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Haydonleigh Skate Park

COVID-19 Tier 4 Guidance: In line with
the most recent advice the Skate Park
remains closed until such time as the
guidance is reviewed by the
Government. Signage has been
displayed at the skate park to this
effect.
Due to the announcement of the stricter
measures, the Youth Worker has been
stood down from overseeing the Skate
Park until the sessions are safe to go
ahead. In the meantime, the Youth Worker
is helping in other areas of Community
Development and Youth Engagement – for
example reviewing the policies,
researching the possibility of future
competitions at the skate park, and
coming up with some innovative ideas to
be introduced for the Spring/Summer for
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example Easter activities and Summer
Sports Camps. The skate park sessions
will be reviewed regularly in line with the
government advice, and the Youth
Worker’s hours will be at a minimum until
such time the sessions or other projects
can be delivered.
The sessions at the skate park were
overseen by the Youth Worker throughout
the weekends in December and some
additional weekday sessions between
Christmas and New Year.
Unfortunately, the skate park had to be
closed on a couple of occasions due to a
slippery surface due to the weather
conditions (which is to be expected for
December!) and there were a few lastminute cancellations or no shows. After
regular review with the Youth Worker

feeding back her comments after each
session, it was agreed to introduce a
minimum one hour before booking, to
ensure our records are up to date and an
hours’ notice of cancellation to keep this
fair to those booked in.
When the weather was mild and dry the
skate park sessions were a huge success,
the parents had given good feedback that
they preferred the sessions this way as the
skate park is often overcrowded which
makes this intimidating for beginners/
younger children. Some parents requested
that there is a shelter in place for the
adults to stand under as the concrete
tunnels are mainly for the skaters.
There have reportedly been a few break-

ins at the skate park before/after the
sessions and the Youth Worker on two
occasions had to ask people to leave and
reminded of the booking system. Some
antisocial behavior problems were
reported by nearby residents, that have
been forwarded directly to the Local
PCSO’s from North Swindon Police and
Crocsec, our current security provider, has
been informed.
The planning application for the fencing is
now going through the planning process
and it is expected to take approximately
6 weeks. The fencing company has been
informed of this and the order has been
held pending planning approval.

Parish Councillor
Vacancy
In October 2020, one of our fellow
Councillors stood down, leaving a
vacancy in the Haydon End Ward.
Following the standard procedure, the
vacancy was advertised. In response to
that advert, 10 residents of the Parish
signed a notice asking that the vacancy
goes to an election.
The election cannot be held until after
COVID-19 restrictions are relaxed and at
the time of writing the election is due to
take place on Thursday 6th May 2021,
at the same time as the Borough &
PCC elections.

Updated information on the election will
be published on our website, Facebook
page and notice boards.
This election will take place in just one half
of the Parish, as the Parish is divided in
two wards, Haydon End Ward and Haydon
Wick Ward.
If the Parish Council election is
uncontested, the Parish will incur no
costs, however if multiple candidates
stand and an election required, the Parish
will face costs of approximately £20,000 to
cover the cost of the polling stations, the
count, ballot papers & voting cards.
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I am writing this at the end of January
when the news is very bleak and there
is no sign of the current lockdown
ending. At our last committee meeting
we hoped that June would see us all
back on the bowling green but like all
of you we have to just wait.

imperative that maintenance of the green be
continued - it had to be playable once we
were allowed back! So Wayne Clarke and his
green team did, and continue to do, a
marvellous job in keeping the green in tip top
condition, there have been a few problems
but those get sorted.

Regretfully due to a mix up at the bowls
club we did not submit an article for the
winter edition of the magazine so I would
like to let you know what we got up to in
2020. Pre 23 March we were gearing up
to open the clubhouse, get out all the
table and benches, put the markers out
etc and then it was all stop. The
clubhouse was shut, with no one allowed
in. However, some of us were allowed in
to collect our woods and I found it just like
the Mary Celeste, quite upsetting actually.

In June, the powers that be said we could
open the green under certain Covid
restrictions and so some of us were able to
have a roll up. (The clubhouse remained
closed and still is). Due to increased use a
request for a mini tournament was made .
Our President Dave Longhurst set up The
Covid Challenge which was played out in
August. Singles won by Wayne Clarke,
runner up Tom Szumlas, Pairs by Trevor
Startup and Derek Richards, runners up
John Wilde and Tony Picken, Singles plate
by John Wilde, runner up John Oliver.

But whilst the clubhouse was shut it was
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couldn’t happen in 2020, so Val set out
her tables and chairs in the Close where
she lived. Not everyone was able to visit
but sent donations instead, for those who
did go and have coffee and cake the
weather was not kind. It was very very
cold and oh so windy. In spite of all this
Val raised just over £900 for MacMillan
nurses what a marvellous achievement?

Although spectators were limited some of
us hadn’t seen one another since March
and it almost felt like normal.
Sadly there are some members and
ex-members we will not be seeing
again Derrick Johnson, Brian
Kempshall and Ron Weldon will be
sorely missed in the men’s teams
and by other club members.
Ex-member Keith Bedford died after
a long illness and 2 of our founder
members also died. Alan Bushell
was instrumental in writing our
Constitution, he looked after the
legal side of things making sure all
the t’s were crossed and the i’s
dotted. I understand he also was
involved in setting up the Bar (most
important!). And then we must not
forget to mention Rose Head who
together with her husband Bert worked
very hard to raise funds for the Bowls
Club by making things to sell and
organising fund raising events. Once the
clubhouse was built they laid the carpet
tiles in the club room and the cloakrooms,
and also made the curtains. Our thoughts
go out to all families who have lost loved
ones before their time and to those who
are not able to meet up with their
loved ones.
Every year Val Kempshall one of our
bowlers holds a MacMillan coffee morning
usually in the Clubhouse. Well that

And now we must look to 2021. As I said
before we are hoping the green will be
able to Re Open in June. We usually have
an Open Day in May (its provisionally in
the diary for 8 May)for people to come
and meet us and to try to get a wood

somewhere near that little white ball at the
other end. It’s not as easy as it looks!.
Hopefully a new date will be arranged so
look out for notices posted in
supermarkets, on the Parish Council
notice board, on the Haydon Wick
Community Facebook page and of course
our very own website.
Here’s hoping the vaccine takes effect
soon and we are able to get back to some
sort of normality, to speak to friends
without a mask, to have a hug and just be
together.
Stay safe

Olwen Johnson HWBC
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What a strange year 2020
turned out to be. For most
of the year the railway was
unable to open to the public
due to the lock-down
restrictions. However, a
bright spark amid the gloom
was that the railway
managed to run a restricted
service of Santa Specials.
It was somewhat different from past
years. Family bubbles were allowed to
book a compartment
on the train to
themselves.
Additional social
distancing
measures were put
in place together
with extra
sanitisation
measures between
journeys. Due to
restrictions the
children were
unable to visit Santa
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in person, but received a goody bag
instead. Santa and his elves had their
grotto set up on Hayes Knoll platform.
The train made a slow run through so that
the children could see him from a
distance. As it was, all the trains were
fully booked providing welcome income in
what has been a lean year.
Congratulations must go to all the
volunteers who made it possible.
Thanks to Dave Herbert and Ian
Marshall for the Santa pictures.

However now we come to a less pleasant
subject. Readers may remember that in
2016 vandals set fire to one of the
heritage diesel multiple units. Work goes
on steadily to resurrect the unit using

Cricklade Country Way Corridor

Moonraker dining train under restoration

parts donated by other heritage railways and
the skills of our own volunteers. More
recently the Moonraker dining carriages and
Hayes Knoll signal box have come in for
unwelcome attention.

Damage at Hayes Knoll

Before Christmas, vandals broke into the
Moonraker set, which is currently undergoing
refurbishment, and destroyed fittings and
emptied paint onto the carpets undoing
many hours of work.

information regarding
the culprits, should
be passed to the
local police.

During the Christmas break vandals broke
into Hayes Knoll signal box by the simple
expedient of smashing the door off its
hinges.
Many hours of volunteer labour go into
restoring these historic items only to have all
the hard work destroyed in a matter of
minutes by mindless vandalism. Any

Damaged interior

If anyone in the
community would like to
make a donation to help
fund the repairs they
can be sent to: Swindon
and Cricklade Railway,
Blunsdon Station,
Tadpole Lane, Swindon,
SN25 2DA

At the current time, special events for 2021
have not been finalised due to the ongoing
health emergency.
Updates will be posted on the website www.
swindon-cricklade-railway.org. You can also
follow the railway on Facebook.

For further updates please
consult the website
www.swindon-cricklade-railway.org
Hayes Knoll signal box under restoration

John Fuller
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Tuesday Art Group
(Haydon Wick)

2020 was a year most people will not look back on
with any great affection, with the coronavirus and
the restriction needed to control it and the lives
that were lost.
Because of these restrictions and of course for the
safety of the members, the art group has not been
able to get together. And as we go into 2021 we still
do not have any plans to restart the group. Although
this is an inconvenience to us artists, this of course
does not compare to the sorrow many people have
suffered with the loss of loved ones. To those people
we give our heartfelt condolences. Let us hope with
the new vaccines that are coming along, we can beat
this dreadful virus and once again resume our normal
lives
As we head into 2021 the Tuesday art group is already
beginning to put plans together for its annual art
exhibition. This is again being planned for September,
although as yet we do not have a fixed date. More information will be put in the next
Newsletter.
For those people who do not know our art group, we meet on a Tuesday Morning
(hence the name) at the Haydon Council Offices (downstairs). If you are interested
in joining the group then please contact Bez on the number below. We are a friendly
group who enjoy getting together to see each other’s work, to get help when needed
and sometimes just to have a chat. You don’t need to have any skill just an interest
in art. We do not do any formal teaching, we are just basically a self-help group. We

Ron Page
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Jean Bridge

occasional have demos from
visiting professional artists and
workshops, some of which we
paint along with the artist.
These are generally fun and
lively sessions.
For people that worry they
don’t have the equipment, the
paints, the brushes and all the
other things you think an
artists might need, don’t worry.
Annamaria Beswick
To join the group you don’t
Alan Jones
Edwards
need massive amounts of
equipment, many great artist have started with
just a pencil and a piece of paper. You also do
not need to have any skill, just a willingness to try.
The majority of us did drawings at school when
we very young and enjoyed doing it, they weren’t
great pieces of art but our parents loved them.
That is what art is about and basically that is all
we are doing in the art group, recreating what we
did at school and having fun. And those of us
who can remember when we learned to write our
names, it was practice, practice, practice until we
got it right and that is all art is. The more you do
it, the more you enjoy it, the better you become.
Very few people are natural artists; the majority of
us have to keep practicing. So why not give Bez a
Ron Cavey
ring and join in the fun.
Bez - 07954148293

Ken Henley

Mac Jones
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Mouldon Hill
Country Park

• Popular family destination Mouldon Hill Country Park in Swindon to be
improved as part of the Greater Western Programme, funded by Network Rail
• Work will provide better access for visitors, and critical improvements to
support biodiversity and better outcomes for wildlife

Works are due to begin at Mouldon Hill
Country Park in mid-January, thanks to
funding from Network Rail’s Greater
Western Programme. These works form
part of the Swindon Forest Meadow
project, a partnership project between
Swindon Borough Council and Wiltshire
Wildlife Trust running over three years.
The programme will fund work to improve
the habitats on the tree mound within
Mouldon Hill Country Park planted in
1990, since when only a small amount of
management has taken place.
Neil Pullen, Swindon Reserves Manager
for Wiltshire Wildlife Trust explained,
“Much of the site will be left untouched
with the programme of work targeting a
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few crucial areas and habitats that can be
managed to both maintain their value to
wildlife and also to enhance
opportunities.”
Some of the planned work includes:
• Management of scrub areas. The tree
mound supports some wonderful
areas of wildflowers, but these have
gradually begun to “scrub” over and
impenetrable thicket formed. Some
years ago Swindon Borough Council
began work to clear these areas and
restore the wild flower rich areas. The
project will follow up on that work.
The intention is to bring this under
control, not to eradicate, but to create
a mosaic of grassland and scrub. The

wildflower rich grasslands
supporting pollinators such
as bees whilst the
remaining scrub will
benefit species such a
breeding birds.
• Thinning of ash
plantations. Ash dieback is
likely to decimate up to
90% of ash trees through
the UK. Since planting in
1990 these ash plantations
have received no
management. By thinning
ash in these areas, other
tree species (oak, field
maple, cherry etc.), are released from
the shade to flourish.
• Widening rides. Last year, the project
began to widen some of the rides.
Cutting a wavy or “scalloped” edge up
to 20metres wide in place. Not only
does this provide micro-habitat for a
range of species to flourish (e.g.
butterflies and reptiles) it also
enhances the visitor experience, by
providing a wider, less muddy path
along which to walk.
• Creation of glades. Within the dense
scrub a series of glades,
approximately 30 metres in diameter
are to cut. At this size the sun light
penetrates to the ground floor and
stimulates the growth of carpets of
wild flowers and attracts a host of
animal species. One glade has
become known as the Rotary Stone.
Hidden for many year and known only
to a few a carved stone and some
Sarsen stones have recently been
untangled form the dense thicket. The
carving recognises the role the Rotary

Ride widening, before (left) and after (above)
shots showing how the rides are widened in
places to create micro-habitats for butterflies,
bees, reptiles and a range of species.

clubs of Swindon played in the
planting of the woodland.
• Placement of Bird, and bat boxes.
• Planting of woodland wildflower such
as hedge woundwort, and bluebells
Staff from Wiltshire Wildlife Trust’s Wild
Landscapes team, experienced and
sympathetic to the needs of the site and
the many visitors, will start work in
mid-January and be on site for up to 4
weeks. There may be minimal disturbance
at times, especially when working on the
paths, so visitors are advised to be patient
and observe any signs that are posted.
There are plenty of opportunities for
volunteers to get involved both in this
project and in the ongoing management
and monitoring of the site.
For more information or to get involved,
please contact Neil Pullen at
reserves@wiltshirewildlife.org or visit
www.wiltshirewildlife.org.
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Spring Wordfit Puzzle
Win a £25 shopping voucher, by correctly solving this puzzle. To enter, fit all of the words into
the puzzle, crossword-style, then tell us what Spring-related word can be formed by
rearranging the letters in the shaded squares.

Good Luck
3 letters
MAY
NEW
4 letters
BUDS
EGGS
LENT
LILY
5 letters
APRIL
BUNNY
FEVER
FRESH
GREEN
GUSTY
LAMBS
NESTS

6 letters
CALVES
SHOOTS
TULIPS
7 letters
BLOSSOM
CATKINS
RAINBOW
VERDANT
8 letters
BLUEBELL
CLEANING
HYACINTH
SWALLOWS
9 letters
NARCISSUS

Post your answer into the Council letterbox in Thames Avenue or send it by email to
competitions@haydonwick.gov.uk before the closing date of Monday 31st May 2021.
Please write your name and address clearly on your entry, together with a telephone
number, so that we may contact you if you win. The name of the winner will be announced
in the next issue.

Autumn Competition Winner
Congratulations to Mrs. M for correctly working the answer to our Autumn quiz; Bethlehem
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Haydon Wick Parish Council Contact Details
Councillors

Position

Name

Chairman

Linda Brown

Email Address
lindabrown@haydonwick.gov.uk

Vice-Chairman

Vinay Manro

vinaymanro@haydonwick.gov.uk

Policy & Finance Chair

Sue Callen

suecallen@haydonwick.gov.uk

Amenities & Leisure Chair

Richard Hailstone

richardhailstone@haydonwick.gov.uk

Planning & Highways Chair

John Fuller

johnfuller@haydonwick.gov.uk

Ellen Baker-Lee

ellenbakerlee@haydonwick.gov.uk

Steve Heyes

steveheyes@haydonwick.gov.uk

John Jackson

johnjackson@haydonwick.gov.uk

Sarah McDermott

sarahmcdermott@haydonwick.gov.uk

Di Rodgers

dirodgers@haydonwick.gov.uk

Linda Rhys-Jones

lindarhysjones@haydonwick.gov.uk

Seyi Fateru

seyifateru@haydonwick.gov.uk

Kumar T. Naik

kumartnaik@haydonwick.gov.uk

Adam John

adamjohn@haydonwick.gov.uk

Ravi Venkatesh

ravivenkatesh@haydonwick.gov.uk

Alex Roupelis

alexroupelis@haydonwick.gov.uk

Rebecca Ross

rebeccaross@haydonwick.gov.uk

Vacancy

Vacancy

Officers
Clerk

Georgina Morgan-Denn

clerk@haydonwick.gov.uk

Deputy Clerk

Laura Cutter

deputyclerk@haydonwick.gov.uk

Finance (p/t)

Sandra Kelly

financeofficer@haydonwick.gov.uk

Administrator

Kim Hall

office@haydonwick.gov.uk

Community Development
Officer (p/t)

Johanna Edwards

events@haydonwick.gov.uk

POST Manager

David Hunt

POSTManager@haydonwick.gov.uk

Services
Magazine

editor@haydonwick.gov.uk

Tidy Up Team

tidyup@haydonwick.gov.uk

Address
Council Offices, Thames Avenue, Haydon Wick SN25 1QQ
Telephone Numbers
Office

9am until 4pm

01793 722446

Tidy Up Team (out of hours)

Leave a message

07703 840065

Due to COVID-19 the offices are currently closed to the public.
All enquiries via email or telephone.
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What’s On In Haydon Wick
After School Beehive Club, Orchard Vale
School, weekdays 3-5.45pm term time.
Art , Haydon Artists Society see page 42.
Tuesday Art Group 10-12 noon Tuesday
Council Offices see page 26.
Bowls , Haydon Bowls Club, Geoff Fletcher
07929 726816.
Baby Group , Tues, 9.30am-11am.
Haydon Centre, Debbie Musa-Eggie.
Baby & Toddlers , Wed, 9.30am-11.30am,
Emmanuel Church. Caroline O'Connell,
07909766779.
Badminton , Tues, Fri, 8pm-10pm.
Fri, 7pm-10pm. Haydon Centre, Linda Knight
778014.
Body Rock Mon 6.30-8.30, Shield and
Daggar, Thames Avenue, first class free
Brownies , 1st Greenmeadow, Thurs,
5.45pm-7.15pm. Emmanuel Church.
3rd Greenmeadow, 6pm-7.30pm, contact
details go to www.girlguiding.org.uk.
Swindon Parenting Hub, (Formerly
Butterflies) groups, activities & parenting
Classes, Laura Jones 722984.
swindonparentinghub@swindon.gov.uk
Children's Health Clinics , Health Visitor
Services Details can be found here:
https://www.swindon.gov.uk/
healthvisitorservices.
Children's club , 6.30-7.30pm on alternate
Fridays (during term time) at Abbey Meads
Community School. Games, craft and Bible
stories for 5-11 yr olds. (Free)
Ring Avis 01793 979617 for more info.
Dance , Swindon Academy, Sat, 9.30am12.30pm/ Haydon Centre, S. Watson
724547.
Dog Training, Janet’s Puppy Skool,
01793 727158.
Football , 10-14 years, Mon 4.30-5.30pm,
Orchid Vale School, Doug 465405.
Guides , 1st Greenmeadow Guides and
1st Haydon Wick Rangers, Tues 7-9pm.
Emmanuel Church, contact details go
to www.girlguiding.org.uk.
Guitar Tuition , St. Andrews, Jan Taylor
331450.
Home Library, Free Service, North Swindon
Library, Cathy Martin 07769 281666.

Jiu Jitsu (Aluchi),Wed, 7pm-9pm. Haydon
Centre, Martyn Kingsbury 702993.
Karate , Junior, Mon, 7pm-8pm. Senior, Mon,
8pm-9.30pm, Greenmeadow School, M
Beedon 729336.
Shikukai, Tues, 6pm-9.30pm. Fri, 6pm-10pm,
Haydon Centre, Gary Ockwell 511404.
Karate Shotokan, Thurs, 6.30-8.00pm, Abbey
Meads School, 07999 967388.
Ki-Aikido, Mon, 8pm-10pm. Thurs, 8pm 10pm. Haydon Centre, Derek Tudball 420341.

Library, North Swindon, (Staffed Hrs)
Mon, 2-6pm. Tues, 1-5pm. Wed, 10am-2pm.
Fri/Sat 12-4pm.
Moredon (Staffed Hrs) Mon/Thu 2-5pm,
Tue/Fri/Sat 10am-1pm.

Lunch Club , Thurs, 12noon. Emmanuel
Church, Sue Martin 721552.
Martial Arts , Mon, 4pm-5.30pm. Wed, 4pm6.15pm. Haydon Centre, 0800 0191585
Over 60’s , Alternate, Mon, 2pm-4pm.
Haydon Wick Club, Mrs Mel Garlick 725518.
Pre-school , Barn Owl at Haydon Wick
Primary School, Mon-Fri, 9am-12pm,
12.10pm-3.10pm, Julie Lewis 07790 497329.
Busy Fingers (18 months-5 years): Mon,
9.30-11am & 1pm-2.30pm. Tues, 9.30-11am
(0-18 months) & 1pm-2.30pm. Thurs,
9.30am-11am. Fri, 10am-11.30am. Haydon
Centre, Debbie Musa-Eggie 496900.
Little Pippins, Greenmeadow Children’s
Centre 0787 9623507. Ring for details of
sessions available
Haydon Meadow, Mon-Fri, 8.45am-11.45,
12-3pm & 8:45-2:45pm Haydon Centre
Debbie Waldron 791903.
Parent and Toddler, Sunflowers, Wed
10.00-11.30am (term time) Abbey Meads
School, Anna on 271878.
Thurs (term time) 10.00-11.30am, Oakhurst
School 734754.
Teapots and Tots Thurs 1.30pm to 3pm
Church of Christ the Servant contact Chris
on 07597 754304.

Pram Club , During Term time, Mon,
9.30am-11.30am. St Johns Church,
Lesley Mead 726000
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www.stjohnshaydonwick.org.uk.
Road Running , Swindon Harriers Group,
Tues, 7pm-8pm. Thurs, 7pm-8pm (circuits),
Haydon Centre, Val Gibbons 536429.
Rock Café , open Fri 10:30 to 1:30pm St. Johns
Church 726000.
Scouts , 1st Swindon Seascouts, Beavers,
6 to 8 yrs, CubPack, 8 to 10½ yrs, Scouts,
10½ to 14 yrs. The Wick at the Brow,
Catherine Smith 01793 702887
www.firstswindon.co.uk

Singles Club Square 1 Over 45’s, Wed from
8pm Southbrook Inn, Southbrook Street
Tel:513540
Singing 4 years + Tues, 5.30pm
Haydonleigh School. JTP Trust 535185
Stitch & Bitch 7.30pm Monday, Manor Farm
Pub, majortracey@gmail.com
Tae Kwon Do, Wed, 6.30pm-7.30pm,
Haydon Centre, Brett Rowlinson, 07738
48405. Mon, 6.30pm-9.30pm. Haydon
Centre, Zoe Fendt 01452 610446
Tea Dance Thu 14:00-16:00 Haydon Centre
Thursday Group , Alternate, Thurs, 8pm,
Emmanuel Church, Sue Martin 721552.
Thursday Link , 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th, Thurs,
1.30pm, Emmanuel Church, Doug
Hempstock 01793 874889.
Transport, Community Bus , Haydon Wick
Parish Council, Caroline Roberts, 722446.
Walking: Step Out Swindon , Walking for
Health from the Haydon Centre, Mon 2.00
Short Mobility walks Grahame Lee 01793
727091, Thurs 9.45 1 hour local walks
Grahame Lee 01793 727091.
Walking Netball Wed 14:30-16:00 Haydon
Centre
Willow Aikido, Tues, 7pm, Haydon Centre,
Dave Powell 721962.
Women’s Institute , 2nd, Mon, 7pm-9pm at
Haydonleigh School, Sue Clark 01793
293503.
Young at Heart , Fri, 1.30pm-4pm. Haydon
Centre, Mike Whelan 706145.
Youth Club , Kids club 4-9yrs, Fri, 6pm-7.30,
Fri, 7.30-9pm. Haydon Centre, Debbie
Musa-Eggie, 496900.

GYM OPENING TIMES:
Mon to Fri: 0800 – 2200
Sat: 0830 – 1600

Sun: 1000 – 1600

JUNIOR GYM OPENING TIMES:
Mon to Thu: 1600 – 1800
Fri: 1600 – 2000

Sat: 1030 – 1130

Sun: 1030 – 1130 & 1300 – 1500

Various Classes Available Contact
Centre for Details

U3A

Short Mat Bowls, Haydon Centre

(3) Mon 11:00-12:30 Terry Rogers 813172
(1) Wed 10:00-11:30 Elsie Johnson 950108
(2) Wed 11:30-13:00 Tony Coleman
8879988 / Jamie Edwards 752661
(4) Wed 13:30-15:00 Madeleine Maggs
07944098272 / Mike Carvell 07855540946

Badminton Haydon Centre

Wed 11.00-13.00 & Fri 14.00-16.00
Contact Mick Andrews & Roger Williams
Phone 07941485340

Updates – Please email
editor@haydonwick.gov.uk.
if any of the above change or there
is a change in contact details.
Why not list your events?

✁
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Haydon Centre Fitness Classes
01793 721526
www.better.org.uk

✁

Important
local numbers
(correct Jan 2020)

CHEMISTS (Late Opening)

Boots
Orbital Shopping Centre (7pm),
closed from 2pm to 3pm����������������������728569
ASDA
Orbital Shopping Centre (10pm)..........707770
Morrisons
Thames Ave, (Mon-Wed 7pm, Thurs & Fri
8pm. Closed 1pm and 2pm)................ 705322
Homeground
Thames Ave, (Mon-Sat 5am-8pm,
Sun 8am-6pm)........................................... 727866
Taw Hill Co-op (not Sat/Sun)
Taw Hill Village Centre (6.30pm)...... 726736

CINEMAS

Cineworld W.Swindon���������� 0871 200 2000
Empire E.Swindon��������������������� 0871 471 4714

CHURCHES

Anglican - St. Johns, Westfield Way
Minister: R. Adams������������������������������� 726000
North Swindon Baptist Church
Pastor: Fraser Kay................................737106
Methodist - St. Andrews, Moredon
Minister: Mark Barrett������������������������ 529263
United Reformed
Church of Christ the Servant.................725812
Minister: Rachael Wilson
Emmanuel����������������������������������������������������723862
Minister: Gerald England

COUNCIL SERVICES

Abandoned Shopping Trolleys.......... 722446
Trading Standards...................... 466155
Consumer advice ....................03454 040506
Animal Welfare.......................................... 445501
Community Transport............................ 722446
Dog Wardens/Strays.............................. 445501
Environmental Nuisance...................... 445501
Graffiti Helpline......................................... 722446
Haydon Wick Parish Council............. 722446
Housing Advice......................................... 445501
Jobcentre Plus...........................0845 604 3719
Noise Nuisance......................................... 445501
Refuse (Wheelie Bin) Collection......... 445501
Recycling Collection ............................. 445501
Stagecoach Buses.....................................521415
Swindon Borough Council................. 463000
Swindon Streetsmart............................. 445501
Swindon's Bus Company.....................428428

CULTURAL

Swindon Arts Centre...............................524481
Central Library������������������������������������������ 463238
North Swindon Library��������������������������707120
Wyvern Theatre����������������������������������������� 524481

DENTIST

Abbey Meads.............................................726288
Priory Vale..................................................... 745291
Sevenfields................................................... 722194

DOCTORS

Abbey Meads.............................................706030
North Swindon (Homeground)......... 705783
Taw Hill..........................................................709500

EDUCATION

Abbey Meads............................................. 723239
Abbey Park..................................................705400
Bridlewood...................................................706830
Brimble Hill................................................. 493900
Catherine Wayte........................................727405
Greenmeadow..............................................521141
GWA................................................................209700
Haydonleigh................................................700443
Haydon Wick..............................................706606
Oakhurst Community.............................734754
Orchid Vale..................................................745006
Red Oaks......................................................493920
St Francis.......................................................727624
Uplands..........................................................493910

HIGHER EDUCATION

New College..................................................611470
Swindon College....................................... 491591

EMERGENCY SERVICES

Emergencies....................................................... 999
Swindon & Dorchester Fire....01722 691000
Westlea Fire...................................01722 691057
Swindon Police.................................................... 101
Police.................................................................528111

MEDICAL HELPLINES

NHS111....................................................................... 111
Clic Sargent............................... 0300 330 0803
Great Western Hospital....................... 604020
MacMillan Nurses..................0808 808 0000
Marie Curie Nurses......................0800 716146
MS Society.................................0808 800 8000
Parkinsons Society................ 0808 800 0303
Prospect Foundation...............................813355

MISC HELPLINES

Alcoholics Anonymous.......... 0800 9177650
Alcohol Advisory Centre ...... 01793 695405
Child Protection.........................01793.466903
The National Bullying Helpline
..........................................................0845 22 55 787
Butterflies Family Centre
(family support for under 5’s)............. 722984
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MISC HELPLINES

Childline....................................................0800 1111
Citizens Advice Bureau..........0344 499 4114
IPSUM Mental Health…...01793 695405
Cruse Bereavement.................................619933
Domestic Abuse Hotline
Freephone...................................0808 2000 427
Mental Health Crisis Team
............................................................ 01793 836820
Narcotics Anonymous ....0300 999 1212
NSPCC............................0808 800 5000
RSPCA...........................................0300 1234 999
Salvation Army...........................................513788
Samaritans..................................0845 790 9090
Shelter............................................. 0808 800 444
Approved Traders:www.buywithconfidence,gov.uk
Swindon Domestic Abuse Support
Service..............................................01793 610610

MEDIA

Link Magazine...............................01793 744677

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Robert Buckland MP..............................533393
Justin Tomlinson MP............................. 533393

NATIONAL BUSES

Megabus.......................................0900160 0900
National Express..........................08717 818178
Traveline........................................0871 200 2233

NURSERIES & CHILDCARE

Busy Bees, St Andrews..........................726919
Busy Bees, Peatmoor.............................887602
Busy Bees, Haydon Wick.................... 496900
Haydon Meadow, Haydon Wick.......706666
Leapfrog, St Andrews.............................726919
Little Pippins, Greenmeadow
...........................................................0787 962 3507
Little Scholars, Abbey Meads............ 510820

POST OFFICE

Abbey Meads Tesco................ 0345 611 2970

RADIO (LOCAL)

BBC Wiltshire (103.6)
................................................wiltshire@bbc.co.uk
Heart (97.2) ............................... 0345 481 0088
SAM FM (107.7)..........................................858222
Swindon Community Radio (105.5)
.............................................................................611555

RESTURANTS
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Chinese
Abbey Meads Rendevous....................703388
Seven Star Chinese....................01793 480885
Fish & Chips
Redhouse Place........................................ 745568
The Fish and Chip Shop.......... 01793 523211
Indian
Bhajis’s, Thames Avenue..................... 533799
Pizza
Dominos.........................................................701888

SPORT & LEISURE

Delta Tennis................................................872699
Haydon Centre........................................... 721526
Hydrotherapy Pool................................. 496002
Link Centre.................................................. 877323
Milton Road Health Hydro................... 616396
STFC...............................................0330 002 1879

SUPERMARKET HOME DELIVERY

ASDA Walmart (Orbital............01793 707770
Ocado.............................................0345 656 1234
Tesco..............................................0800 323 4040
Sainsbury......................................0800 328 1700

TRAINS

Great Western Railway.........08457 000 125
National Train Enquiries......0800 022 3720
Swindon & Cricklade Railway............. 771615

UTILITIES

British Telecom (Faults)............ 0800 800151
Electricity Emergency..................................... 105
Gas Emergency............................. 0800 111 999
Streetlights.................................................. 445501
Thames Water........................... 0800 316 9800
Thames Water Leaks.................0800 714 614
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VETERINARY SURGERIES

Drove, Ridgeway Farm . ........................ 614461
Drove, Abbey Meads.............................. 728728
Thameswood, Purton Road................526780

BOROUGH COUNCILLORS

David Renard ............................ 07824 550483
Garry Perkins������������������������������ 07879 660832
Oliver Donachie.........................07983 972630
Emma Faramarzi.......................07983 972630
Vinay Manro.................................. 01793 295315
Malcolm Davies ........................ 07825 348158
Updates – Please email
editor@haydonwick.gov.uk
if any of the above change.

✁

Blunsdon Arms.......................................... 729801
Toby Carvery............................................... 702081

TAKEAWAYS (LOCAL)

Suppliers & Installers
•Kitchens•Bathrooms•Tiles•Bedrooms•
• Local family run business
established 1977
• Extensive showroom

• No obligation quotation service
• Computer aided design

• Full fitting services
• Supply only

Contact us now for a FREE quotation

01793 531433

www.mptiles.co.uk

34-34 Manchester Road, Swindon SN1 2AB

