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Parks & Open Spaces Committee 

“I would like to begin by thanking the staff for maintaining a high level of ground’s 

maintenance during the past year despite the problems due to the COVID pandemic. 

The new refurbished skate park which was completed in 2020 has continued to be a 

popular facility and had its official opening in the Summer. This was a great success 

thanks to the staff who ensured the event ran smoothly. 

We have received many positive comments regarding the improved appearance of the 

Parish following the introduction of a mini sweeper so the council has included the hire 

of the machine in next year’s budget. During the Summer it will be used to tidy up after 

the mowing. 

I am pleased to report that the refurbished, Inclusive Luna Close playground was 

officially opened in early December when Benjamin, from Benjamin Smiles a local 

charity who worked closely with us on the design of the playground, joined us to cut 

the tape and enjoyed riding on the new roundabout. A group of children from Oakhurst 

Community Primary School also attended the event and were able to try out the new 

equipment, including the widened, accessible slide that they had jointly funded with 

the Parish Council 

Gaynor Close playground is also finished but will not be officially re opened until the 

Spring when the weather is warmer and the evenings lighter. 

We have made provision in the budget to trial two electric vehicles which will replace 

the existing diesel tipper trucks as part of our programme of decarbonisation. Electric 

vehicles are ideal for tasks such as the bin emptying rounds where there are a lot of 

start, stop journeys. They should prove to be more efficient and economic to run. We 

are also hoping to have a demonstration of an electric mower but at present it is in a 

container somewhere in the States waiting for shipment. 

The committee is pressing ahead with the provision of a grounds maintenance facility 

for the Parks and Open Spaces staff at the Goodearl allotment site. We are anticipating 

that planning permission will be granted just after Easter and we hope that the facility 

will be completed by the end of the year. Construction work will inevitably mean some 

disruption to users of the site but every effort will be made to keep them to a minimum. 

Most recently we completed planting 1,070 trees at Tadpole field which will form part 

of the Great Western Community Forest and Queen’s Green Canopy.  

I hope you have enjoyed the Spring bulbs which were planted over several weekends 

in various locations throughout the parish. Thank you to the volunteers, staff and 

councillors who helped make these projects a success.” 

 

Councillor Richard Hailstone, Chair of Parks & Open Spaces Committee 

 


