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“For the past two years COVID has affected many aspects of your lives.  The 

lockdowns and the appeals to stay at home have prompted residents to look at their 

properties, resulting in many putting in planning applications to enhance their 

properties, improving or creating additional family living space. 

Reviewing these applications formed the bulk of the committee’s work, on top of which 

the committee reviewed and commented on several Swindon Borough Council public 

consultations. 

These consultations covered a range of subjects, the Local Transport Plan, Local 

Cycling & Walking Infrastructure Plan, On Street Electric Vehicle Charging Points and 

most importantly the review of the Local Plan.   

The Local Plan is a document produced by Swindon Borough Council.  The Local Plan 

2026 is the main planning policy document, it sets out how much housing, 

employment, and retail development the Borough needs to provide by 2026 and where 

these sites should be located. The Local Plan also describes the infrastructure needed 

to enable this development to take place. 

Our response to the Local Plan was to highlight the need to protect the green space 

to the Northeast of Moulden Hill, which forms part of the area known locally as Pry 

Farm.  We requested that the area that extends North from Mouldon Hill to the 

Swindon & Cricklade Station at Blunsdon, bounded to the East by Oakhurst and the 

East by the Wiltshire & Swindon border, should be designated as “Landscape & Green 

Infrastructure – Strategic Green Corridor”.  

By extending the Green Corridor out towards Purton; a natural pathway for animals 

would be created, ensuring they are not locked in by housing or commercial 

developments, limiting their natural behaviour. 

Though not part of the consultation we suggested that it would be beneficial if all the 

area known as Pry Farm which straddles the Wiltshire & Swindon border should be 

designated “Landscape & Green Infrastructure – Strategic Green Corridor”, protecting 

the area from housing and commercial development. 

We commented on a development (Wiltshire Council 20/10523/OUT) which will impact 

the lives of those living in North Swindon.  The proposed development is approximately 

80 houses with entry and egress from the site being on to the Purton Road near to 

Mustang Way.  We felt that this development would put added strain on the local 

infrastructure, roads, schools & shops etc.  these views were shared by other 

respondents e.g., Shaw Residents’ Association, Purton Parish Council, Central 



Swindon North Parish Council, Whitworth Road Residents Association, & West 

Swindon Parish Council. 

The planning application was originally turned down by Wiltshire Council in April 2021, 

but the developer decided to appeal, we are currently awaiting the outcome of the 

Planning Inspector review held at the beginning of February 2022, we will let the 

residents know as soon as we know. 

That completes a round-up of the past year’s activities of the Planning & Highways 

Committee.” 

 

Councillor Sarah McDermott, Chair of Planning & Highways Committee 

 
 

 


